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As the saying goes, "Talk is cheap." Some attention has been paid recently
to the words President George W. Bush offered in his Jan. 20, 2004 State of
the Union address with regard to Iraq, Sadaam Hussein and weapons of
mass destruction. To my surpise, I've found virtually no media resource that
has offered a direct comparison between the president's words in that
speech, and his statements on the very same subject in previous Stateof the
Union addresses. 

As a service to all, I am providing below the statements President Bush has
made in each his State of the Union addresses with regard to Iraq and the
issue of weapons of mass destruction. They are in chronological order. 

Jan 29, 2002

"Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror. The Iraqi regime
has plotted to develop anthrax and nerve gas and nuclear weapons for over a decade. This is
a regime that has already used poison gas to murder thousands of its own citizens, leaving
the bodies of mothers huddled over their dead children. This is a regime that agreed to
international inspections then kicked out the inspectors. This is a regime that has something
to hide from the civilized world. 

States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to threaten the
peace of the world. By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these regimes pose a grave
and growing danger. They could provide these arms to terrorists, giving them the means to
match their hatred. They could attack our allies or attempt to
blackmail the United States. In any of these cases, the price of
indifference would be catastrophic. 

We will work closely with our coalition to deny terrorists and their
state sponsors the materials, technology and expertise to make and
deliver weapons of mass destruction." 

Jan 28, 2003

"Our intelligence officials estimate that Saddam Hussein had the
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materials to produce as much as 500 tons of sarin, mustard and VX nerve agent. In such
quantities, these chemical agents could also kill untold thousands. He's not accounted for
these materials. He has given no evidence that he has destroyed them. 

U.S. intelligence indicates that Saddam Hussein had upwards of 30,000 munitions capable of
delivering chemical agents. Inspectors recently turned up 16 of them, despite Iraq's recent
declaration denying their existence. Saddam Hussein has not accounted for the remaining
29,984 of these prohibited munitions. He has given no evidence that he has destroyed them. 

From three Iraqi defectors we know that Iraq, in the late 1990s, had several mobile biological
weapons labs. These are designed to produce germ warfare agents and can be moved from
place to a place to evade inspectors. Saddam Hussein has not disclosed these facilities. He
has given no evidence that he has destroyed them...." 

"...The British government has learned that Saddam Hussein recently sought significant
quantities of uranium from Africa. 

Our intelligence sources tell us that he has attempted to purchase high-strength aluminum
tubes suitable for nuclear weapons production. 

Saddam Hussein has not credibly explained these activities. He clearly has much to hide. 

The dictator of Iraq is not disarming. To the contrary, he is deceiving. 

From intelligence sources, we know, for instance, that thousands of Iraqi security personnel
are at work hiding documents and materials from the U.N. inspectors, sanitizing inspection
sites and monitoring the inspectors themselves. 

Iraqi officials accompany the inspectors in order to intimidate witnesses. Iraq is blocking U-2
surveillance flights requested by the United Nations. 

Iraqi intelligence officers are posing as the scientists inspectors are supposed to interview.
Real scientists have been coached by Iraqi officials on what to say. 

Intelligence sources indicate that Saddam Hussein has ordered that scientists who cooperate
with U.N. inspectors in disarming Iraq will be killed, along with their families. 

Year after year, Saddam Hussein has gone to elaborate lengths, spent enormous sums, taken
great risks to build and keep weapons of mass destruction. But why? 

The only possible explanation, the only possible use he could have for those weapons, is to
dominate, intimidate or attack." 

Jan 20. 2004

"Already, the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program
activities and significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United Nations."

___________________

NOTE: On January 23, Special CIA Advisor David Kay, author of the report referenced above,
resigned his position as leader of the U.S. search for weapons of mass destruction. In an
interview with the Reuters news agency Kay said, "I don't think they existed."


