
Type in Adobe Illustrator
Using the “T” text tool:
Single click creates POINT text. No Paragraph attributes 
may be applied to point text. 

To create PARAGRAPH text: 
You can draw a SHAPE first (square, circle or other 
polygon) and click on the edge of the shape with the T 
text tool, or the SHAPE text tool. 
OR draw a square with the Text tool (with nothing 
selected).

To convert the text into illustrator shapes that you can 
manipulate like any other object:
Select the text with the black arrow selection tool.
Go to TYPE menu to CREATE OUTLINES (see 2.).

To link multiple paragraph blocks together:
Select the paragraphs you want to link 
(using the black arrow selection tool).
Go to the TYPE menu, to BLOCKS to LINK (see 1.).

The text in the blocks will flow from block to block as 
one connected unit. The order of the text is determined 
by the order you made the paragragh blocks (the first 
one drawn is the first paragraph, etc).

To create multiple paragraph blocks from a single one: 
Select the paragraph you want to break up. 
Go to the TYPE menu, to ROWS & COLUMNS 
(see 3).

The TYPE menu

1.

3.

2.

1. zkj sfdlk asjf lkjasd lfkj 
salkdjf laskdj lksdjf lak sdjf 
lksjd lkas djdslkj lkjsdlkj 	

2. dlkjsdf lksdfj sdoisdf 
oisdf lsfdkj sdfiousdf lkjsd 
sfodiw elkwe p ,.ds sdposdf 

3..,sad iopsd  sdpfois 
dfpsoifd sdf;l sdpo sdfllkjsdf 
posdf lsdf,.jdsf posdfl sdf 	

4. lkjsd iodsf dfslkjdsf oidsf 
lsdf lkjsdf oidsf lsdfljk dsiou 
dskjsld oiiodsf dfslkjdsf 	

5. oidsf lsdf lkjsdf oidsf 
lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld oiiodsf 
dfslkjdsf oidsf lsdf lkjsdf 	

6. oidsf lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld 
oi.

zkj sfdlk asjf lkjasd lfkj salkdjf laskdj lksdjf lak sdjf lksjd lkas djdslkj lkjsdlkj dlkjsdf lksdfj 
sdoisdf oisdf lsfdkj sdfiousdf lkjsd sfodiw elkwe p ,.ds sdposdf .,sad iopsd  sdpfois dfpsoifd 
sdf;l sdpo sdfllkjsdf posdf lsdf,.jdsf posdfl sdf lkjsd iodsf dfslkjdsf oidsf lsdf lkjsdf oidsf 
lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld oiiodsf dfslkjdsf oidsf lsdf lkjsdf oidsf lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld oiiodsf 
dfslkjdsf oidsf lsdf lkjsdf oidsf lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld oiiodsf dfslkjdsf oidsf lsdf lkjsdf oidsf 
lsdfljk dsiou dskjsld oi

After ROWS&COLUMNS (2 rows x3 columns)

CHARACTER
and PARAGRAPH
to show those palettes.

You may change font
and size from here
OR– go to:

The palettes are cool
because you can also
change other text
characteristics:

Independently 
width, and  
height;
Line spacing – say 
“ledding”),

space between letters 
and words on a line 
(tracking), and

space between 
individual pairs of 
letters (kerning)

T R A C K I N G

Kerning: To AV
Leading
Leading

Leading

Leading
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