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Services Vitali, for example, has seen bald eagles while driving along State Street in Hamden, near

Subscribe the Quinnipiac River. He's also seen one near a department store in North Haven.

Photo Reprints "Last year, someone mentioned seeing them in here, so | started looking," Vitali says,

Place An Ad standing beside his truck in a parking lot on State Street. His eyes dart into the nearby
Browse Today's Ads marsh. "What have we got over there? Oh, another hawk."
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Media Kit Elsewhere, eagle-eyed residents have spotted bald eagles over Lighthouse Point Park in
) ) New Haven, Lake Quonnipaug in Guilford, Milford Point and the lower Housatonic River,

Newspaper in Education the Connecticut River from Old Saybrook to Haddam and other areas.
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You develop a knack for identifying them, Vitali says.

"They're three times the size of that hawk," he explains, motioning across the street. Then
he chuckles. "My game plan is to go out two or three times a week, looking for big objects
in trees, where there aren't supposed to be big objects.”

The state DEP says adult bald eagles have a wingspan of up to seven feet. They can fly
36 to 44 mph. Young eagles and females are brown and don't have the distinct white
head of the adult males.

Earlier this month, a national count of eagles elicited only one sighting in Greater New
Haven, near the Housatonic River.

Still, Vitali and other eagle devotees remain vigilant.
"You can be looking for them anywhere there's open water during the winter," he says.

"They're here and then they're gone. I'm hooked on them."

Jim Shelton can be reached at (203) 789-5664 or jshelton@nhregister.com.
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