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Remington Woods mustn't be developed

| am very concerned about the
proposed devel opment for Remington
Woodsin Bridgeport. Thislarge and
beavtiful piece of land should be
maintained as open space or agreen
development. Thereare. brownfidds
esawherein the city that could be
cleaned up and redevel oped to suit
commercia development, and these
brownfidd areas are served by
exigting highways.

The proposed Seaview Avenue
corridor development to Remington
Woodswill cogt $125 million (or
more) to complete. Where will that
money come from?

Thefuture coststo Bridgeport to
provide tax abatementsto
relocating businesses, for access
road improvements, for housing
replacements for those did ocated by
the Seaview Avenue Corridor, for a
new fire station, for sewer
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improvements, and, for
additional palice manpower have
never been disdosd.

Edimated tax benefitsto
Bridgeport are based on the tenth
year of full development of this
property and the completion of
Seaview Avenue Thefirg esimated
payment of $3.9 million in taxes
could be 20 years anay

What other old industria city
has such alarge and beautiful
piece of land within its borders?
Why not exploit the uniqueness of
the"Woods' for its educational,
nature, birding, and tourism
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possihbilities? The city could
work with Connecticut
Audubon or Connecticut's
Bearddey Zoo, in usng the
"Woods' to create a reponseto the
state mandated science curriculum
requirements. A mgjor, long-term
effort should be made torestore the
General Electric and Remington
Shot Tower buildings for exciting
new purposes. Thiswould permit
the "Woods' to be preserved, and
the river and nearby historical
housing could be used to help spark
a stunning revival of East

Bridgeport.

Land preservation effortsin
Connecticut in the past few years
have all been focused on the
suburbs. Some preservation should
also occur in urban areas. 422 acres
of trees, meadows and water greetly
help contral air pollution in the
Bridgeport and Stratford area. This
region has extremely high air
pollution levelswith one of the
highest rates of respiratory illness
in the state. Traffic to and from an
industrialized Remington Woods
will only servetoincreaseair
pollution and traffic congestion
throughout the Bridgeport area.

Oncethe"Woods' aregone,
therésno bringing them back. Let
us not in haste squander such a
wonderful opportunity to save them
for the people of Bridgeport and the
entireregion.

Peter M cK night
Fairfidd
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