Ancording to repent Connecticd
st niews stories, developer Hobent
Seinto is planning to baild “two
O, s ook anfFies buildings” on
the Steathord side of Remington
Woodls. Dnee the property i=
enwlronmentally clean, “n major
ecmiinle develogiment projesd ™ is
planned on the Bridgeport side of
Remington Woods, Steatford Town
Council Chairman James Feshan
thinks a “hotel complex or upscals
cordfominiums on Long Beach is
hest,” Bridgeport Mayor John Fabrizi
i5 considering “some kind of mixed-
use chvelopment” on Plessure Beach.

Fairfiehl County Advocates for
Orpeent Space would like to see
Plenzqme Beach and Long Beach
become part aof the McKinney
MNational Wildlife Refuge. The refuze
currently spans T miles of the
Connecticut coastline providing
imporiant resting. fesding and
nesting habitat for many species of
hiirds.

FCACQS also advocates for the
addition of Remington Woads to the
McKinney Refuge. Situsted less than
two miles from the Great Meadows
unit, Rembington Woods boasts 422
acres of porgeois woodlands,
madows, akes and axtensive
wetlands that host many of the some
migratory bimd species as the
McEinney Refuge.

Developing these open space
Stratford does not make any sense
The infrastrurture required fo wicen
roads to Remington Woods
(Broadbridze and Seaview avenues)
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LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Keep Remington Woods as open space

HAVE YOUR SAY e
W welcome short, concse etlers Alysaa Isrme]
from our readers. Each original . Treasurer
letter must be signed and include Fairfield County Advocates
your address and telaphans far Open Space
numbar. We reserve the right tc adit Fairfield
letters for clarity and length. Ledter
authors are responsible for conbent. L
oo -8 Oh sure, “Remington plans show
Connecticut Post ral promise” [Conmatinet Post, June
410 State St 12] ﬂj}ﬂ H_Jtiymm to warsen

T 06504 aur alr A promise to
Briigepart, G imerense asthma sulfering. A prmbee
Fau: E-miail: to worsen global warming. A promks
[203) 333-3897  edil@ciposicom 10 increase the burden an

manufacturess with more and maore
T stringent emissbons controls. A

and build bradges to access Lang promise of lesd jobs due to the
Beach and Pleasure Beach add upto  suhsequent inereaaed marndschuring

over 3 million. Plos they are
difficult sites to baild on. Plessure
Beach and Long Beach are food
hazard zones. Bemington Woods has
extensive wetlands, unuswal
topagraphy and reparted sewage anxd
drainage problems

Wouldn't il make more sense for
o secisd officiaks to provide Scinto
with the oppartunity fo build his
office complexes at Steel Point oo
akong Barmum Avenue, close fo
[mterstate 55 and existing
infrastructure? That's smart grewth
Wes, many af the sites on Barmum
Avenne eed 1o be cleaned, If oar
elected officials balirne we can rajse
880 milom for roads amd beldpes ts
baild on eritical open spaoe ares,
why can't they instead rakse thal
much for beownifield remedindion and

cnsts. A proendse of increased traffic,
A promibees ol inereased lown services
soaking up our tax dallars, A promise
tor Ineremse problem wildlife in
nelghbaring vands.

Developer Robert Scinto recently
imiplbed that it was more economical
o develop wooded areas than it was
to improve already deveboped land
["Seinto to build on Remington site,”
Connecticur Posr, Jure 3], Both better
writers Peter MeEnkght (“Seinte fo
bkl ... <) s Ann Weiss
(“Developers' biless not always on
targel,” June 19 were 0 righl when
they suggested we change soning
Laws bo o blighted areas mone
attractive to developers, and
developing open spaces less
prafitabie,

In meddition to increasing fees for

permits o develop woodlands, we
canaldl pegquire developers to
el trap s relocate the
wilellifie om open space prapossd for
development. This woild alloviate
the wildlife destruction cosed when
ankmals with nowhere €lse 1o go e
Imto el b b yards,

Exven if some of the land 15
preserved for then, the reduced food
ard shelter sourees still drive wikilife
such as deer and raccoons o invade
private vards, destroving gardens,
sheds and landscaping. Predators
sinch as covsdes and fox can endangor
small pets when driven from their
waoik| land homees. Animals thid woukl
ol Teerwise mod venbun: into the o
become road KEl, inereasing the risk
of motar vehiche acchdents,

A humane trap-and-release
program woukd canse delays and cut
into open space development profics,
this making open spaces bass
desirabie to developers, and making
it mare Jucrative for them o develop
the blighted areas that we

by meed to rebuild, And, as
an aifded bons, the developers will
discover nat hoa Htle apen spaee ks
belt wlsem they bry 1o lind @ame plaoe
that is willing and alle o accepl their
“domations”

Oh yes, developing densely
woiched areas like Remington Woods
shows real promise. But they're not
acvantageous promises, Leave the
woods alone and redevelop already
built upon sites

Shirley B. Backus
Srratford






