
Pastor’s Reflections

I’m sure most of you by now have received 
correspondence of my appointment to Faith UMC 
in Sacramento starting July 1st.  In The United 
Methodist Church, clergy are under the itinerancy 
system, being appointed for one year at a time.  
God has given me seven years with you; for which I 

am grateful.  You also know that my husband and I have been 
living apart for most of the week, as we have a home in Elk Grove, 
a suburb of Sacramento.  Hence the appointment change is 
welcomed by my family.

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their 
support, advice and prayers as we have journeyed together these 
past years.  I may or may not have lived up to your expectations;     
in situations where I haven’t, I am deeply sorry.  You have given 
me much, for which I am deeply grateful!  While I’m looking 
forward to my new pastorate, my heart will always be with you, as 
well as my prayers.  

The Rev. John Current will be replacing me, of which I am 
thankful to God.  I have known him most of my time in ministry.  
In fact, he and I, and the person I am replacing at Faith UMC, 
were all at The Academy for Spiritual Formation in May.  John 
was well received by Lake Park’s Staff Parish Relations Com-
mittee.  Please extend to him all the help and courtesies you have 
extended to me.

However, these appointment changes can be very difficult 
times for all involved.  For some, such changes are looked upon as 
times of new possibilities, new hope for a brand new path to follow 
while serving God.  For others, it is also a time of loss, a time of 
letting go of how things were,  a time of emotionally separating 
from a relationship developed over time.  I have both feelings 
within me; after all it has been seven years!  Still there are others 
who have experienced the “changing of the guard” many times 
over; so this is nothing new.  
      For the weeks remaining of my pastorate at Lake Park, I pray it 
will be a time of healing, so that we all can open ourselves to the 
new opportunities God has given us.  I pray that we will be 
able to share our thoughts, feelings, and our anxieties, so that 
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you may be free to enjoy Rev. Current’s arrival and be in 
ministry with him.

I want to share with you my favorite passage in the Bible, 
found in the letter to the Ephesians, specifically 3:14-21.  It 
explains what I have been trying to do here at Lake Park, or at 
least what I have tried to teach you and hope you have received 
the message of God’s love for you.  This is my prayer for you:  

“14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches
of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened
 in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
 faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend,
 with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. 
20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is  able 
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.”

The other message I have tried to relay is found in verse 20.  
I know that it and my mantra (“as long as you have breath, God 
can use you”) have been received with much resistance.  

      In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians (5:16-17), he
wrote: 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  every-
thing old has passed away;  see, everything has become 
new!”   
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We have looked upon ourselves from a human point of view.  
We haven’t used “the power at work within us” to see what we can 
accomplish with the Spirit’s help.  For we CAN truly do “far 
more than all we can ask or imagine”!  I can attest to that!  

In the Ephesians passage, there is woven between the lines the 
message of service to God.  It is one thing to “be filled with all the 
fullness of God;” it is another thing to use that love within you to 
do what you can for Christ!  This means to further Jesus’ ministry 
in the world around you.  
     Marlene Yamashita and I have been trying to lead this 
congregation to have a deeper and more intimate relationship 
with God; so that you will want to serve Christ, for it is our 
responsibility and obligation, if we are to bear the name of Christ.  
We both believe that if you have the love of Christ in your heart, 
you will want to pass it on, as the song says.  You will want to do 
whatever you can for God!  There will be something deep within 
you that nudges you in that direction.  I can feel it in my bones – a 
passionate longing to give my life for Christ!  

     In the days and weeks and maybe even months to come, I want 
all of you to deeply ponder your existence.  Ask God, “Why am I 
here?  What is your purpose for my life now?”  Then sit quietly and 
open yourselves to hear the answer that God has to say to you.  It 
may not come right away; so be open in that moment of prayer 
and throughout your daily life.  
    God speaks to us in dreams, in conversations with others, in 
hymns we sing in worship, in the passages we read in the Bible 
and other devotional materials, and in the silence of the night.  We 
are not put here on earth by chance;  our paths cross not by 
accident, but by God’s doing for a reason.  

We are the body of Christ; Jesus said so!  Jesus called every-
one to be part of that body.  We cannot be the body of Christ if we 
do not come together.  Jesus worked at bringing people together, 
even including those who society had cast off.  All were invited to 
Christ table.  “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life”  (John 3:16).  It is only when we come 
together as the body of Christ, can we share our faith stories,
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 grow in our faith, and become the community of believers that 
God intended.  It is then that we can feel the unity of the Spirit, 
and can accomplish far more than we can ever imagine.  That is 
my hope:  that you will accomplish far more than when I was 
with you.  

       Lastly, before I close, I do want to remind you that I will not 
be able to come back to Lake Park for at least one year.  This is
The United Methodist Church’s policy and a courtesy that I 
extend to your incoming pastor.  In the materials I received, 
entitled “Clergy Ethics and Courtesy with Churches to which 
Pastors are Not Appointed,” it states: “When a pastor retires or 
leaves an appointment, he or she shall not participate in the 
life of that congregation for at least one year .”  I intend to 
honor this!  

       In closing, I love you and I will miss you very much!  Even 
though there are a few more weeks before I physically leave, I 
wanted to share with you my heartfelt thoughts and some 
information I wanted you to know.  Again my deepest 
appreciation to all of you; for you have touched my heart and 
my life with grace and love.  

Blessings, 

Barbara
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY 

   Lake Park’s Day of Remembrance was May 17th.  
Members and friends were invited to come and 
light a candle in memory of a loved one who has 
passed away this year.  The candles were tied with a 
labeled ribbon and flower, and a rose was given to the person 
after the candle was lit.  
  This year there were 10 names on the candles:  Chiyo Futagaki, 
Helen Yoshida, Mary Oshika, Alicia Abroguena-Perez, Richard 
Aoki, Dr. Apolonio and Concepcion Perez, Minoru Kobayashi, 
Mabel Seaborn, Jon Mishima and “Service Men and Women.”
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In and Around Lake Park
By Sachi Kajiwara

On May 9, Ari and Ida Inouye celebrated their 
67th wedding anniversary.  Ida says it’s good that 
two of their children live close by in Roseville so 
Ari and Ida are able to maintain their own living 
quarters.  They have a 3-way phone so it’s possible 
to talk to both of them at once and either can join the conversation 
at any time.  They attend a Presbyterian church because it is much 
closer to their home than the Methodist one.  

We are glad to have James and Soon Tze Yapp with us again.  
They live in Malaysia, but their daughter lives in our neighbor-
hood and every time they come to visit her for a few months, they 
attend Lake Park every Sunday.  

We have mentioned before that our organist, Jim Meredith,
teaches at the Young Musicians Program.  This is a special 
organization whose mission is to identify and provide “a 
comprehensive music education, academic reinforcement and 
personal guidance, on a full scholarship basis” to musically gifted 
students who cannot afford the specialized training necessary to 
develop their talents.  It was founded in 1968 and has grown into 
one of the leading music training programs in the nation.  In 
2006, YMP was awarded the “Coming Up Taller” Award by the 
President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities and was 
invited to perform in the White House.  
For the last twenty years, 100 percent of their graduating students 
have gone on to college.  Three of Jim’s students---whom we know 
because they have provided special music at our services--- are 
graduating from high school this year:  Kendra Dodd, mezzo-
soprano, and Sidney Ragland and Taylor Thompson, both tenors.  
Jim said they were accepted by many music schools around the 
country who were so eager to have them as students that they kept 
phoning to increase the scholarships they were offering.  In the 
end, the students made their decisions:  Kendra will go to the 
Manhattan School of Music in New York,  Sidney Ragland to the 
San Francisco Conservatory, and Taylor Thompson will be 
attending Oberlin Conservatory.  Congratulations to them all ---
and to Jim! who devotes a lot of 
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his time to them and is such an excellent, dedicated teacher.    

April 19th was “Festival of God’s Creation” Sunday, and we 
had Rev. Dr. Ted Peters as guest speaker.  He teaches at Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary where he specializes in the 
relation between science and theology.   His message was 
“From Creation to New Creation” and everyone enjoyed it very 
much.  Then, on May 3rd, Rev. Nobu Hanaoka spoke on “The 
Good Shepherd.”  Many of us have known him for a long time.  
He retired from active ministry in 2007 and is now living in the 
Bay Area.   After church he went, along with many of us, to the 
Buena Vista UMC Bazaar.  He must have been surprised to see,
among the historical photographs on display, a much-younger 
picture of himself when he was pastor at BVUMC in the 1970s.  

     Leo Saito is going to Las Vegas for a week to visit Janet and 
John Golden.  His niece Beverly and her husband will accom-
pany him.  Leo has got rid of his walker and now uses a cane, 
but he says that at home he can get around without a cane.  
     Don Saito, Leo’s nephew, finding himself with no job due to 
lay-offs at UC-Berkeley, decided to use his free time traveling to 

all 4 corners of the United States on a 
recumbent tricycle.  He left for Los Angeles 
the first of March, and at this writing he is 

in New Orleans, heading for Cape Canaveral; then he plans to 
go up the East Coast to Maine, back across to Seattle, and arrive 
home by October and start a new job similar to the one he had 
at UC.  On the trip he is sometimes joined by other traveling 
cyclists and they ride along together for a few days.  He says the 
people he meets in the small towns are very hospitable:  they 
invite him for dinner, and some even offer to do his laundry.  

Speaking of helping strangers, a recent headline in the 
Oakland Tribune  said “Oakland Loses an Angel.”  They were 
referring to Mary Ann “Mother” Wright who died May 7 th at the 
age of 87.  She was known for her giving soul.  She said God told 
her in a dream one night in 1980 to feed the hungry.  And she 
did!   Not only did she feed the homeless, she provided shelter, 
food and clothing, and helped thousands in West Oakland.  She 
even sent food to the needy abroad and built a school in Kenya.  
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At holiday time when long lines formed outside the Mary Ann 
Wright Foundation’s distribution center on San Pablo, you could 
find Mother Wright on the sidewalk, bullhorn in hand, leading 
people in prayer as they picked up bags of food, toys and 
Christmas trees.   She has received much recognition and many 
national awards for her work with the poor.  
     It was my personal privilege to have met her and two of her 
daughters.  She had heart problems and spent a few weeks at 
Piedmont Gardens before her condition worsened and she was
moved to Alta Bates.  I’ve always been impressed by all she did in 
her lifetime to help the poor people in Oakland.  To meet such a
dedicated servant of God was a real honor.  

~ ~ ~

Names of Graduates Needed

Names of those graduating or being 
promoted are needed so that they can be read on Dads and Grads 
Day, June 21st.  So far we have heard that: 
Lauren Eto Nicola, grandparents Frank and Amy Eto, 
(parents Susan Eto and David Nicola) will be graduating from 
Cornell University, with a degree in Hotel and Restaurant 
Management.  

Kevin Horikoshi, grandson of Hisako Horikoshi
(parents Peter and Wendy Horikoshi), will be getting a 
degree in Asian-American Studies this year from U.C.-Berkeley.  

Justin Theodore Ouye, Ruby Ouye’s grandson 
(parents Jim and Kathy Ouye) is graduating from 
University of the Pacific, with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering.  

Kari Tanaka, grandparents, Frank and Miye 
Takeuchi (parents Ted and Pam Tanaka), will be 
graduating from El Cerrito High School; and in September 
she’ll be attending 
California Polytechnic University in San Luis Obispo.  

Amun Taharka will be promoted from The Academy in 
Berkeley and going to Bishop O’Dowd High School in the fall.  
Amun’s parents are Dr. Ananse Taharka and Hyon Jin Sim.  
(Rev. Mary Washington is his grandmother .) 
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          FILIPINO HERITAGE DAY 
IS BEING CELEBRATED AT LAKE

PARK on JUNE 14, 2009, 10:30 AM 

      On August 4, 1964, then Philippine 
President Diosdado Macapagal declared that henceforth June 
12 would be celebrated as Philippine Independence Day.   For 
the prior 17 years, they had celebrated on July 4, because on 
July 4, 1946 , the United States had ceded its sovereignty over 
the Philippines.  But Macapagal wanted a separate day from the 
one the USA celebrated its own independence, and decided the 
proper date for Filipinos was June 12.  That was the day, in 
1898, ---after the US Navy sank the Spanish warships in Manila 
Bay during the Spanish-American War--- that General Emilio 
Aguinaldo (who had led the guerilla insurrection) proclaimed 
that Filipinos were now independent of Spain, whose colony 
they had been since 1521.  

        For the nearly 4 million Filipino-Americans, June 12 th is 
their biggest public holiday.  It offers a wonderful opportunity 
for all Kababayans (Co-Filipinos) to promote and uphold their 
heritage and values, and to encourage other communities to 
learn about and appreciate their rich Filipino culture.   San       
Francisco will be celebrating for two days, June 13 & 14, in Civic 
Center Plaza, where there will be booths to buy Filipino food 
and crafts, a performance stage, lots of games and contests,  
and much more.  Prizes will be awarded to the Best Dance 

Crew, to the winners of the “Idol” singing contest and 
the Rubic’s Cube tournament.  [For more details, see 
the official website            
http://www.fiestafilipinausa.net .]  
      And Lake Park will be celebrating Filipino 
Heritage Day during our worship service on 
June 14 th .  Our preacher that day will be Rev. 
David Rodriguez, and the Filipino Christian 

Chorale, “Spiritual Image,” will be present to sing 
Filipino songs.  After church we will have a Potluck 
Lunch featuring Filipino Food.

Bring your friends and family to join our
  celebration and meet our new Filipino members.
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H1N1 and Communion Change

Well before news of the swine flu outbreak 
in Mexico City, there was concern about how sanitary was our 
method of serving Communion.  The announcement of H1N1 
forced us to change, in order to protect people from possible 
infectious and contagious illnesses.  While the incident of such 
happening is slim, we don’t want to take the chance.  

From May 17th Lake Park will be implementing a few changes.  
First, Rev. Barbara and the Liturgist will wipe their hands with 
antibacterial wipes.  As people come forward, she will drop a piece 
of bread into the palms of the recipient; which will then be 
consumed.  Then the liturgist will give the person a small cup of 
grape juice to drink.  The cup will then be disposed of.  All sanitary 
precautions will be taken in the filling of the communion cups and 
in the slicing of the bread.  Communion stewards need to come 
early to prepare the elements.  

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 
SPECIAL OFFERING

Half of the monies in this Special Offering goes to the UMC Gen’l 
Board of Church & Society to support people in crises, such as 
refugees fleeing wars in Iraq, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Palestine, 
victims of genocide in Darfur; as well as care for God’s Creation 
everywhere.   The other half stays in our Conference for projects 

such as immigrant rights, helping the homeless get 
identity papers so that they can receive assistance, 
addressing pollution not only as a health issue but also 
an environmental justice issue, etc.   In other words, 

this is your opportunity to support peace-keeping, our 
environment, and give hope and voice to the wounded and 

vulnerable all over the world.  
Give Generously  ---  You can make a difference.  
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Care Corner

Our deepest sympathy go out to Agnes Moffett 
and her family on the passing of her sister, Mabel 
Seaborne.  Some of you may remember her visit 
on Christmas Eve a couple of years ago.  Prayers 
for healing go out to those listed below and others 
in our church family and extended families. 

     Chiyo Futagaki’s family John and Janet Golden
     Ari and Ida Inouye Agnes Moffett & family
     Dr. Leo Saito Saito & Hecht families
     Terry and Mary Takaki Daniel Thompson
     George Yoshida & family Peace in the Middle East 

For those affected by the H1N1 influenza 
 New Life for Lake Park 

~~~~

Lectionary Scripture Passages for June 2009

June 7:       Peace with Justice Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8,  Psalm 29,  
Romans 8:12-17,  John 3:1-17    
“Born of the Spirit” 

June 14: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13,  Psalm 20,
2 Corinthians 5:6-17,  Mark 4:26-34 
“Like a Mustard Seed” 

June 21: Father’s Day
1 Samuel 17:32-49,  Psalm 9:9-20, 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13,  Mark 4:35-41
Report back from Annual Conference Session 

June 28: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27;  Psalm 130, 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15,  Mark 5:21-43  

Bold print indicates scripture focus.
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Highlights from the Administrative Council Meeting
May 6, 2009

Reports:
�i Spiritual Growth: No report
�i Finance/Treasurer: Ron passed out April financials.  Some 

expenses were missing from report - an updated report will be sent 
out.

�i Care & Nurturing: Committee to decide which local charity will 
receive money collected on Super Bowl Sunday.

�i SPRC: Ron reported that Rev. Barbara will be going to Sacramento 
Faith UMC.  On May 1st, the Committee met with the Rev. John 
Current, the pastor the Bishop intends to appoint to Lake Park.  He 
will be the “Intentional Interim Minister” - a new designation, from the 
Rocky Mountain Conference, with which Bishop Warner Brown was 
formerly connected.  Rev. Current was an aeronautics major and 
worked in that field before answering the call to ministry.  His 
present appointment is at Genesis UMC in Milpitas.  His wife, the 
Rev. Staci Current is presently serving Shattuck Avenue UMC; but 
will be appointed to San Francisco Jones Memorial UMC starting 
July 1st.  They have seen Lake Park’s parsonage and will go to see 
the Jones’ parsonage at the end of the week.  They will then decide
which parsonage they will live in.  

�i Trustees : Steve reported four trees were cut and removed for $435.  
Color of paint for the small Sunday school room selected.  He’ll get 
bids to replace three windows in the Wesley Room.

�i Worship: Nothing new to report.
�i Music:  Ron attended the Spiritual Image’s first practice at Lake 

Park.  All believe that their presence fits well with Lake Park’s music 
ministry.  Some have sung with the choir.  They’re no longer 
rehearsing at Lake Park.  They’ve found a more convenient location. 
�Š In July, Ellen St Thomas’ opera group will practice at Lake Park in 
preparation for their concert on July 25th and 26th.   

�i JASEB: Ron reported a Strategic Planning meeting to be held 
in July.  Some things are in limbo because of new staffing.  
The Senior activities and meal programs are on hold. �Š JASEB 
Golf Tournament is on May 15th.

�i Pastor’s Report:  Rev. Barbara thanked everyone for their 
support, advice and prayers during these past 7 years; and
requested everyone’s help for incoming pastor Rev. Current. 
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�yNo information received from Mark Murano, JASEB Executive 
      Director and Christina Miyawaki, Program Director, on the meals 

program.  They met last on April 1st.  She was told that a needs 
survey will be forwarded to her on Tuesday, May 12th.  �y Don 
Jones of Berger & Jones, emailed the quote for Spiritual Image’s 
[SI ] insurance.  Cost of premium is $866.13, of which $300 is the 
broker charge by Berger & Jones.  Rev. Barbara will meet with 
them briefly after worship on May 17th; and plans to receive some 
of them into membership on June 14th.  The SI’s Memorandum of 
Understanding is finalized and needs to be signed.  Cynthia 
Elliott and Eloy Cruz will be working with the children in Sunday 
school. �y Change in Communion serving was discussed in light of 
concerns over the H1N1 flu.  Cloth sanitizers will be used by Rev. 
Barbara and the assisting liturgist.  She will break off a piece of 
the bread, place it in the person’s palm; and small disposable 
cups of grape juice will be given.  This will be started on May 17th. 
�y The UMC Pastor’s Transition Workshop is to be held on June 
4th and 5th at Cornerstone Community UMC in Rocklin.  She will 
be on vacation; but will attend. 

Old Business :   Montessori Lease – It is in their court.  

New Business : Communion change discussed (see above) 

   Next AdCo Meeting:     Wed., June 10, 2009, at 7:30pm.  
     Rev Barbara  -  Convener;       Ron Fujie  -  Recorder .

Council Calendar Review  

June 10 – Admin council meeting 
June 11 – Nichigo-bu  Bible Study – Horikoshi Chapel, 1:30 
June 14 – Filipino Heritage Day Celebration; 

    – Plowshare due 
June 17-20 – Annual Conference Session 
June 21 – Dads & Grads honored 
June 25 – Nichigo Worship Service – 1:30 
June 28 – Rev. Barbara’s last Sunday 

                  Honor thy Father
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Plowshare Acknowledgements
April 19 to May 3, 2009

Special Gifts

  Alexander, M/M George   -   Memory of parents; 
            -   Memory of war heroes

  Aoki, M/M James    -   Memory of Richard Aoki  

Easter Offering

Horikoshi-Firebaugh, Rev. Barbara 
Kobayashi,  M/M Minoru  
Suzuki, M/M Frank 

   St. Vincent de Paul Food Fund

       Narasaki, Theresa – 2nd quarter
           Oshika, Tsugiye

Conference Offerings 

Native American Ministries
       Bradshaw, Lynette      Horikoshi-Firebaugh, Rev. Barbara
       Derreberry, M/M Steve Kajiwara, Sachi
       Horikoshi, Hisako   Oshika, Tsugiye

Floral Acknowledgements
April 19 to May 10, 2009

April 19: Ruby Ouye, for brother, Yuzo Ugaki
April 26: Tsugiye Oshika, in memory of Chiyo & Shig 

Futagaki
May 3: Tsugiye Oshika, in memory of Asa and Sono Fujie 

and Linda Fujie-Baumann 
May 10: Mrs. Minako Miyazaki, in memory of Arthur 

Miyazaki 
~ ~ ~

Tea Fellowship for June

  Irene Lee & Ruby Ouye 
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Philippine Peninsula

         Philippine Flags
      -- - - - - -- - -- - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

     Don Saito  on his recumbent trike trip to the 4 corners of the USA.
     To follow his trip, read his daily blog:  

http://cycleamerica2009.blogspot.com

http://cycleamerica2009.blogspot.com/


The Philippines is an archipelago of 7,107 islands 
extending about 1,100 miles (north to south) in the 
South China Sea situated between Taiwan to the 
north and Borneo to the south.   Just 2,000 of its 
islands are inhabited and only 500 are larger than a 
kilometer square. The nine largest islands of Luzon, 
Mindanao, Palawan, Panay, Mindoro, Samar, Negros, 
Leyte and Cebu make up 90% of the nation's land 
area. 




