Pastor’s Reflections

Most of you have seen Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel
painting, “The Creation of Adam,” if not in person, then in
books. It is the painting of God reaching God’s hand to touch
Adam’s hand. It is said to be a beautiful picture of God’s act of
creation where heaven touched earth. =

The birth of Jesus is another time when heaven
opened up to reach down to earth to start the journey &=
of God on this earth. Ponder with your hearts what it [\ \oJ)
means to you that God was born — born in a manger o7
because there was no room for him, no room for Mary
and Joseph.

No room for Jesus then; and no room for Jesus now in
our society! It saddens me that there is a growing movement
to take Christ out of Christmas. Don’t they know that there
would NOT be a Christmas to celebrate if it weren’t for the
birth of Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah? Don’t they know that
the giving of gifts is because the Three Wise Men brought gifts
for the Christ Child?

The question that comes to mind is, if they want to deny
the Christ part of Christmas, why don’t they just do away with
the celebration of Christmas? You know, boycott it. Instead,
they have distorted it into a time when people rush around like
“chickens without their heads” to the stores and fight over the
merchandise that is there, in order to give the perfect gift that
everyone wants to have. It hasturned into a time of
extravagant spending, more than people can afford; a time of
filling our stomachs with the rich foods of the season, and a
hectic time of shopping, decorating and preparing all that
needs to be done by Christmas Day. So, if you are like me, by
the time Christmas comes around, I'm stressed out, burned
out, and mad that we (humanity) are doing it all wrong!

And then I wonder what God thinks about all of this — the
taking of Christ out of Christmas. I want you to ponder that
for a moment. Does it bother you that they’re taking Christ out
of Christmas? Iremember as a child growing up, looking
at the Christmas cards we had received and picking up the
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Pastor’s Reflections [continued from page 1]

one with a nativity scene on it. I can still see myself standing
in the living room, next to the Christmas tree with its lights on.
My parents were in the kitchen nook, so the living room lights
were dim. There were lots of presents under the tree; but my
heart was sad. And I remember saying to myself, “They’re
doing this all wrong. This (the picture of the nativity) is what
Christmas is really about. It is about Jesus.” Most of you
know that my parents were

Buddhist, so we didn’t go to a Christian church. But because
of my Christian Pre School experience I knew what Christmas
was REALLY about.

What are your experiences of Christmas as a child growing
up? Were you in a Christmas play at church? Did you learn
‘p—-?- “} . thatit was God in the manger; and Jesus was
L= God? We need to get in touch with the child

"% ~ . within us or remember how it was as a child,

/ Hﬁ-\?-f;__‘ because it is as a child that we become filled

' "~ with awe and wonder about Christmas. I want
you to experience Christmas (and God) in a different way this
year. I want you to experience it as a child, where you are
truly amazed that heaven opened up to bring forth God in
Jesus. Iwant your hearts to feel the presence of God within
you.

God is trying to reveal God’s self to us each and every day.
God wants us to feel the connection that exists between God
and you and each other. The bond of love that holds us all
together is because of the Babe in the manger - the Babe that
came to make us one with God and each other.

God is reaching to touch you. Open your heart to the
Spirit; and journey to Bethlehem in new and exciting ways.
May the birth of Christ fill your heart with love, peace, hope
and the light of Christ. And just as Christ was born, may you
be born anew in the Christ this Christmas.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Barbowrow



In and Around Lake Park
by Sachi Kajiwara

Our good friend, Lynette Bradshaw, and her
sister have spent three weeks in China. By the time
you read this, Lynette will have returned. It will be
good to hear of her experiences. She has been
missed, especially since she is the only alto in the
choir. Believe it or not, Jim Meredith can sing alto, l
too. He is so versatile!

Ellen St. Thomas was the soprano soloist in
Mendelssohn’s St. Paul Oratorio on Friday, November 17, at
the First Congregational Church in Berkeley and on Sunday,
November 19, at Trinity Episcopal Church in San Francisco.
David Iino took a carload of people to hear her at Berkeley, and
Rev. Barbara took several Lake Parkers on Sunday to the San
Francisco performance.

Now that Sally Nagata has moved to her new home, her
new address is 5413 W. Home Avenue, Fresno, California
93727-8668. Her telephone number stays the same—209-264-
8820. She also told us that the Rev. Hope Kawashima is busy
directing the choir at the Clovis Church, while Rev. Mas keeps
busy going periodically to preach in Japanese to congregations
in neighboring towns.

On the Sunday two weeks before Thanksgiving Day,
Lake Park has a special Pot-Luck Luncheon to honor someone
who has been chosen for outstanding service during the past
year. That person (or persons) is honored for much time and
talent given to the church. This year the honoree was Marlene
Yamashita. She has led the group in discussions on how Lake
Park can become a vital, thriving community in service to God.
Please think of how each one of you with your particular talent
can also contribute to the future of Lake Park.

In a recent Reunion meeting of the Zephyr Point
Fellowship Retreat, held at Lake Park, some 28 people enjoyed
a buffet luncheon ordered from Suruki’s. Rev. Barbara was
selected to be the main speaker for next year’s Retreat which
will be held July 29 — Aug 3, 2007. Please plan to come and
be supportive of our minister while enjoying “Heaven on
Earth.”
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In and Around Lake Park [continued]

Recently, George and Helen Yoshida flew to the
Northwest and then took a cruise along the Coast to
Vancouver, San Francisco, Monterey, and back to San
Francisco. George also told us about the “Exhibit of Arts and
Crafts from the Internment Camps.” This Exhibit is based on a
book by Delthine Shirazune titled “The Art of Gaman.” The
Exhibit is at the Museum of Craft and Folk Art in San Francisco
from Nov. 27, 2006 — Feb. 25, 2007, Tuesday through Friday, from
11 am — 6 pm. Seniors only pay $4.00. According to George, “It is
very worthwhile—Don’t miss it.” It reminded him of Fort Snelling
in Minnesota where he had been with the MIS and revisited in more
recent years . A Museum of the MIS and the internees has been
established there, too.

On October 22m, Laity Sunday, Mrs. Hisako Horikoshi was
the Lay Speaker and recounted for us her spiritual journey. It was
very interesting to hear that she was born in Korea. She met Rev.
Horikoshi while they were both studying at a Seminary in Japan and,
after their marriage they lived a while in Manchuria. After some
time in Japan, they moved to Boston so that Casper could work for
his Doctorate in Theology. Then he was called to serve the church in
Oakland, and they drove across the US with their four children. Rev.
Horikoshi also served churches in Wapato, Washington, San Jose,
and Toronto, Canada (though not necessarily in that order). Even
Nancy, Mrs. Horikoshi’s daughter, was surprised at parts of the
story. Throughout all this, Mrs. Horikoshi told of how her faith
sustained her during these years.

Beth Vandervennet provided special music by playing the
‘cello October 29t. She has come before to Lake Park. It is always a
pleasure to have such an accomplished musician enhancing our
worship service.

Please continue to pray for friends, and families of Lake Park
people. Our concern for those who mourn, or who are ill, or who
have problems that continue. They need our prayers, too.

As we get closer to Thanksgiving, start thinking again of the
many blessings we have received in the past, and pause to thank
God.

Correction: November’s column said Rev. Barbara attended a
Meditation Skills Training Event. Her training was in Conflict
Mediation.
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JOYFUL MUSIC TO WELCOME 'Z;;rl
THE ADVENT SEASON

o

On December 3rd, the Vivace Handbell _'|._".-='-
Ensemble, under the direction of Erin Downey, will again
provide special music during our worship service. Vivace is a
children's musical organization and they are terrific. They will
play Christmas carols at the opening of the service and during
Offertory. When they last played for us in June, the
congregation was wowed by their music. Please join us to
celebrate the arrival of Advent and listen to these very skilled

youthful bell ringers.

SHARE YOUR PERSONAL
T3l EPIPHANIES WITH US
WY ON DECEMBER 31st

Born

The Worship Committee requests the
members of the congregation to participate in
. our Epiphany worship service. The actual

Epiphany falls on the Twelfth Night after
Christmas (January 6th) but we are going to observe it on
December 31, 2006 (a fifth Sunday). We plan to celebrate the
revelation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by the three
Wise Men who followed the star to Bethlehem where they
discovered the newborn Jesus in his manger .

Have you ever experienced a divine revelation you’ll share
with us? Tell us about who or what influenced you to become
who you are. Did a book, poem, song or meditation have an
impact on your life?

Perhaps you have an inspirational reading, or song, that
uplifted your mind and heart and awakened

empathies, encouraging you toward lighting *Pli':.,?

) v
candles of truth, hope, healing, and love. o) G
Karie and Sara will be soliciting your \ &
positive response in the next few weeks. WA/
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Care Corner

Hale Prather, Mrs. Hisako Horikoshi’s son-in-law,
suffered a stomach aneurysm and at this writing is
still in I.C.U. Please be in prayer for his complete
recovery, and for Mrs. Horikoshi, Nancy Prather
and their family.

Memories of those no longer with us are particularly strong
at this season. Pray for God’s comfort for those suffering from
loneliness and the loss of loved ones. In your prayers,
remember our friends whose health keeps them in pain or
worry, and pray for those men and women who are serving in
dangerous areas of the world and their families who long for
their safe return.

And continue your prayers for the following:

Shizu Aka & family Ruby Ouye’s brother
Yasuko Gamo & family Cathy Saito

Ari Inouye Terry & Mark Takaki
Haruko Narita Daniel Thompson
Hale Prather Lake Park's Future

THANK YOU ---
We awre so-grateful to-

Moses Oshima, Steve Derreberry, Hugh
Lee, Ron Fujie, Leo Saito and John Golden
for their work on the church’s garden. When we did
foundation work on the building, the plantings in front
of the church had to be dug up. Now, after wheeling in rocks
and pebbles and planting pines, there is a beautiful meditative
garden to welcome our friends.

and to Steve and Kumiko Derreberry for cleaning the
Nichigo rooms — vacuuming and mopping the new bare floors.
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Highlights from the Administrative Council
Meeting, November 1, 2006

Correspondence received: A letter was received from the
Bishop, thanking us for paying 100% of our apportionment this year.

Reports:
e Christian Education: none

inance/Tr rer: Handed out the report for October. Figures
are pretty much in line with last year. Montessori payments are all
caught up. Refer to the report for more details.

e Mission and Outreach: no report related directly to committee.

For the new Task Force on opening up the church to other groups,
Helen Yoshida will co-lead with Marlene. They will start meeting
as a group in the new year.

o Staff/SPRC: The reports are basically done; pastor’s compensation
form just has a couple of numbers to put in. The evaluation form is

complete.

e Trustees: Because of conditions found in the Horikoshi Chapel —
evidence of food, spills, moving things around — notices were sent
to all who use the room. Also, some cleaning tools will be made
available in the upstairs bathroom for cleaning the chapel after
use. The front rock garden was finished by Moses Oshima, Steve
Derreberry, Hugh Lee, Ron Fujie, John Golden, and Leo Saito.

¢ Worship: meeting on'Sunday Nov 5 for Advent plan.ning, inpluding
Ron F. from the Music committee. Pledge letters will be going out.

e Music: Sonos Handbells will be using the sanctuary to finish up a
_recording. J-Town Jazzis also rehearsing in the church.

o JASEB: Regarding the Adachi Nursery in El Sobrante, where a
JASEB committee made a backup offer of $1.7 million for the 2-
acre property — the first deal fell through, so now JASEB’s offer is
on the table. The seller wanted a 60-day close. JASEB countered
with a 120-day close, although it does not know where or how it
will get the money. The Adachi’s final offer is to close January 10,
2007, with an increased deposit from $10,000 to $25,000 and the
deposit forfeited if the deal doesn’t close on time. JASEB idealists
still want the property, but there is a lack of concrete plans. As a
result, Council does not support the purchase.
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Hi-lites from AdCo Meeting [continued ]

Pastor’s Report: While rearranging the filing system in the church

office, Reverend looked, but did not find a job description for the
custodian position. Need to continue to find out what he does.
Therefrigerator isleaking in the main kitchen.

Lay Leadership committee met on Oct 29t and will meet again
on Nov 261, Thank you to all the officers for continuing on for
next year; it helps make the committee work easier. Reverend
needs any Annual Church Conference reports by Dec 31, so
packets can be assembled. Saturday, Nov 4t is the Zephyr
Retreat Reunion, to be held at Lake Park. Rev. Barbara and Mrs.
Horikoshi attended the Bay View District’s visit by Bishop
Shamana and the Ministry Staff. The Asian Caucus Ministry
Consultation at PSR will be attended next week, along with the
Asian Caucus Executive Committee meeting afterwards. Because
of Thanksgiving, the Nichigo are meeting on the 27 and st
Thursdays. In December they are only meeting on the 14 at
11:00 for their Christmas party and Bible study. Refer to Rev.
Barbara’s report for additional details.

Items to follow:

Church usage — kitchen | Referred to the new Task Force
on opening church to others.

Meeting with District Superintendent
is Wed. Dec. 13 at 7:30pm.

(DS and SPRC meeting at 7:00pm.)
Reports needed by Dec. 31, so the
packets can be assembled.

Annual Church
Conference items

Will we close due to not enough
participation? Most want to see us
Lake Park’s future remain open.

The DS was contacted; however, the
Conference really does not offer any

help.
Horikoshi Chapel not Notices sent to all who use the room.
being tidied after use Cleaning tools to be made available.

Please contact church, Marlene Y., or Rev. Barbara
for items you want to see tracked here.

Note: For the Calendar Review, please see next page.
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Idea Incubator

October Plowshare. As part of the new process

for handling them, ideas remain on the list for

three consecutive months. This is true whether
a Task Force of interested people results from it or not. This is
that last month for the ideas first posted in October. It's not too
late — contact the church if you are inter-ested in any of the
following or to submit new or recycled ideas.

W) ? A list of ideas was first published in the October

Month Number of
Idea first people who have
posted expressed interest
3 + Trustees Committee
Opening up the church for other Oct* (Task Force forming now;
groups to use (including the contact church, Helen
kitchens) Yoshida or Marlene
Yamashita)
Follow-up items in Admin. Council | Oct* Completed — reformatted
minutes minutes
Widen scope to include/merge
other churches with Lake Park Oct*
(e.g., other churches needing
buildings)
More advertising/promotionals Oct*

needed for community events

Follow-up, encouragement on The new Care & Nurturing
non-regular-sometimes-come Oct* Committee will take this
people item. Contact the church
if interested in joining.

Church not high priority for many Oct*
that we know

Fix the cross on top of the church Nov
so it lights up at night

Distribute Plowshare electronically | Nov one
as well as traditional paper

Put up a large banner in front of
the church saying that we are a Dec
“Community Church” and all are
invited.

Ideas posted 3 consecutive months. Contact church if
interested or to submit additional ideas.

e =this is the last month this idea will be posted
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AdCo Calendar Review:

Advent studies - Tuesdays: Nov 28, Dec5, 12, 19 at 2:00pm
Nov 12 - Plowshare deadline
Nov 12 - Thanks lunch
Nov 19 - UMW meeting
Nov 26 - Lay Leadership meeting
Dec 2 - Asian Caucus in Walnut Creek
Dec 3 -Admin Council meeting
Dec 10 - Lunch served and tree trimming
Dec 13 - Annual Church Conference 7:30pm (SPRC 7:00pm)
Dec 14 — Nichigo meeting at 11:00 for their Christmas party
and Bible study
Dec 24 - Regular Christmas service and 7:00pm Christmas Eve
service
Dec 31 - Epiphany Sunday
Next meeting -Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2006 - 7:30pm

TOBAN FOR DECEMBER

Dec. 3: Amy Eto & Ruby Ouye ‘é'
Dec: 10: Sachi Kajiwara & Tsugiye Oshika =

Tree Trimming Luncheon ﬁ
Dec. 17: Margaret Tsujimoto & Karie Yamashita St 3
Dec. 24: Irene Lee & Chiyo Futagaki :

Dec. 31: Lynette Bradshaw & Tsugiye Oshika

24 =g, Floral Acknowledgements
October 22 to November 12, 2006

Oct. 22: Steve & Kumiko Derreberry in honor of Tsugiye
Oshika’s birthday

Oct. 20: “Thank You,” Rev. Barbara, Belated Clergy
Appreciation Day

Nov. 5: Tsugiye Oshika, in memory of all parents

Nov. 12: Rev. Barbara, in honor of Robert & Angela’s 1st
Anniversary
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Advent Studies 2006 Advent 2006
“God’s Announcements” “Awaiting the Full Revelation of God”

As we prepare our hearts for the start of the Advent Season,
Advent Studies will take place in the parsonage starting
Tuesday, November 28th, at 2:00pm to 3:30pm. In order to
have the four-week Advent studies before Christmas, we will be
starting the week before the official start of the Advent season,

December 3. The study is an adaptation of one done
along

Dec. 3: First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16;
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; =
Luke 21:25-36
“Waiting for the Day”

with The Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide. Dec. 10: Seﬁg&gﬁn;?_’ 4o;fAdvent

All are invited. Please let Rev. Barbara know if you will be Philippians 1:3-11;
attending, as lessons will be passed out prior to the first Luke 3:1-6
gathering. Additionally, you will need a copy of The Upper “Preparing for the Good News”

Room, which is in the narthex.
Dec. 17: Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20;
Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:7-18
“Filled with Expectation”

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec.24:  Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24t 7:00pm Micah 5:2-5a;
Hebrews 10:5-10;

Luke 1:39-55
Heaven touched the earth “The Faith of Mary”

with divine grace and love over

2,000 years ago; and today the Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
Holy Spirit touches our hearts Isaiah 9:2-7;
and souls to bring us closer to Psalm 96; ’
God. Away from the hustle and Luke 2:1-20

bustle of the pre-Christmas
season, come and find peace in
the arms of God. Come like
the shepherds with awe and
wonder; and may your hearts
be touched with joy and love.

Dec. 31: Epiphany of the Lord Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6;
Ephesians 3:1-12;
Matthew 2:1-12
“What Are Your Epiphany Experiences?”
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Plowshar e Acknowledgements
October 15to November 5, 2006

W\Ne Thank Yoy 40

SPECIAL GIFTS E j

Alexander, M/M George - God’s blessings
Nagamoto, M/M Michael - Memory of parents
- Honor Michiko Hoshi
Narasaki, Theresa - “Happy Birthday, Tsugiye”
Oshika, Tsugiye - Memory of sister Doris Tomita
Prather, Nancy - Thank Offering
Zephyr Retreat
Memory Dr. H. Gamo Memory Doris Tomita
Derryberry, M/M Steve Derryberry, M/M Steve
Horikoshi, Hisako Futagaki, Chiyo
Miyazaki, Minako Kajiwara, Sachi
Flower Fund -

Yamashita, Karie - Memory Doris Tomita

Thanksgiving Food Fund
Eto, M/M Frank Narasaki, Theresa — 4th qtr
Oda, Dr/M Thomas Oshika, Tsugiye

Rahabot Eritrean Church  Takeuchi, M/M Frank—Oct, Nov

CONFERENCE OFFERINGS:

World Community Sunday Student Day

Bradshaw, Lynette lino, David

Eto, M/M Frank lino, Tomi

Horikoshi-Firebaugh, Rev. Barbara Eto, M/M Frank
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a poem for Christmas Eve . ..

The Oxen
by Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
"Now they are all on their knees,"
An elder said as we sat in a flock
By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,

Nor did it occur to one of us there

To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave
In these years! Yet, |feel

If someone said on Christmas Eve,
"Come; see the oxen kneel

"In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,"

| should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.

An ancient legend tells that the beasts kneel at midnight
on Christmas Eve, remembering the miraculous birth.
("barton" is an old English word for “farmyard,” and
"coomb" meansa*“valley”).
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