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CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE
NAME

Section 1. The name of this organization shall ldew' York
American Legion Press Association” (NYALPA).

ARTICLEII
STATUS

Section 1. The New York American Legion Press Aatioc shall be
a non-profit organization.

ARTICLE I
PURPOSE

Section 1. The aims and purposes of this Assatisttiall be to foster
periodical publications of The American Legion bgpartment,
District, County and Posts of The American Legiow an its
subsidiary and/or auxiliary organizations.

Section 2. To encourage the improvement of thebicgiions
through mutual endeavor, by fostering exchangeubligations and
by disseminating through the medium of this Assomig new
ideas and other information of value in forwarditige
programs of The American Legion that are closdigchaith the
publications and news services of The American aegand
those that are concerned with the importance skeditating
news and information to their members and to thergepublic.



ARTICLE IV
ELIGIBILITY AND MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership in the New York American oegPress
Association shall be available to any member indgstanding
of The American Legion or its subsidiary and/or

Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion orgamirat

ARTICLEV
MEETINGSAND REPRESENTATION

Section 1. The legislative body of the New York Aiar
Legion Press Association shall be the annual mggetwhich shall be
convened at the location in which the annual Depent of New York
American Legion convention is held and at a timenedliately prior to,
during, or immediately following said convention.hdre shall be at
least one other meeting during the year, whichlshalheld at the mid
year meeting of the American Legion Department efV\Y ork.

Section 2. Any member of the N.Y. A.L.P.A. in goothrgling
at least thirty days (30) prior to the annual nregtshall be eligible to
vote at the annual meeting. Anyone in good standinthe time of any
other meeting shall be eligible to vote at that timge Any member that
is voting must be physically present to cast hishae. There shall be
no voting by proxy.

Section 3. A quorum for the transaction of busineds any
regular or special meeting of the New York Americhegion Press
Association shall be ten (10) members in good stendepresenting at
least five (5) different counties in the Departmehiew York.

Section 4. Written notice must be sent at leasttyth{B0) days
prior to any regular or special meeting of the MY.P.A. to all
members in good standing informing them of the détee, place and
reason for the meeting.

ARTICLEVI
OFFICERSAND EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1. The annual meeting shall elect a Pretidive (5) Vice

Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Histofike newly elected
President shall appoint a Membership Chairman, @iapJudge Advocate,
Sergeant-At-Arms, Public Relations Officer and alger such officers, as
he/she deems necessary. All of these elected aagfminted officers shall
serve for a period of one year or until such tingetlaeir successors arc
elected. Their term of office shall commence atdbse of the annual meeting.

Section 2. In addition to the elected and appoirdfiters there shall be
elected six (6) members of the Executive Board ioé@ors, two (2) of which

will be elected each year and serve for a periothie (3) years, (2) years,
(1 Year) and none shall be from the same Americagidn District unless

necessary.

Section 3. The Executive Board shall consist ofeddicted and appointed
officers and all past Presidents of the New York ekican Legion Press
Association. All must be in good standing and shalle one (1) year except
for appointed officers, which shall have no vote. ghorum for any
Executive Board meeting shall be five (5) votingmhers.

Section 4. Any member of the New York American loegiPress

Association may be elected to any office in theoksation provided he/she is
a member in good standing at least thirty (30) daye to the elections and
has been a member of the Association for at least(2) full consecutive

years.

Section 5. All elected or appointed officers in teY.A.L.P.A. may serve
for more than one term of office, except for thedident who may only
serve two (2) terms.



ARTICLEVII
FINANCES

Section 1. The annual dues of this Association| dfelset by the annual
meeting and shall remain at that figure until stiote as they arc changed
by action of a future annual meeting. Any persat jbins the Association
after May 1 shall be considered in good standing fiee current
membership year as well as the coming membership ye

Section 2. A committee appointed by the Presidbatl prepare a budget
based on anticipated income, which will be presénie the annual
meeting for approval.

Sections. No member of this Association shall benbersed for any
personal expenditure that may occur in carrying fosither duties in this
Association.

Section 4. A complete financial accounting of ateme and expenditures
of the Association shall be available at any megeth this Association.

This accounting shall include checks written, rptsefor all expenditures,
checking and savings accounts, the bank of depaositany other property
that the Association may own.

Section 5. A committee shall be appointed by thesient to audit the
financial records of he Association and a repodlishe given by the
committee at the annual meeting.

Section 6. The fiscal/membership year of this Agsoan shall start at the
conclusion of the annual meeting and end at theclosion of the next
annual meeting.

ARTICLE VI
DISCIPLINE

Section 1. The Executive Board shall be the atoitrm any differences of
opinion as to the eligibility of an applicant foembership.

ARTICLE IX
AMENDMENTSAND APPROVAL

Section 1. This constitution may only be amendetth@tannual meeting of
the New York American Legion Press Association ithrae fourths (3/4)

vote of the total authorization thereat, provideuhtt the proposed
amendment shall have been submitted to the Segratarthe President in
writing not less than sixty (60) days prior to tenual meeting and then
transmitted to the entire membership of the Assmsiano less than thirty

(30) days prior to the opening of the annual meetin

Section 2. No amendments to this constitution sbalintroduced which
shall be contrary to the spirit and policy of Theérican Legion.

Section 3. This Constitution shall become effectti¢he conclusion of the
animal meeting where adopted and/or amended, aall sé in effect
thereafter.

ARTICLEX
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section 1. This Association shall be governgdRobert's Rules of Order,
Newly Revised" on all points not covered by thisSittution.



BY-LAWS

ARTICLEI
MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership in the New York American loggiPress
Association shall be composed of staff membersublipations printed by
The American Legion and its subsidiary and/or aaml organization.
Membership shall also be available to persons wegularly write
American Legion columns that appear in other pabions. Persons that
were once, but no longer active in the area of neviting or those that are
the news makers of The American Legion or its slibsy and/or auxiliary
organizations shall also be eligible for memberghipvided they are in
good standing with their respective organizations.

ARTICLE Il
OFFICERS

Section 1. Authority between meetings shall rest hwithe
Executive Board which shall consist of all duly e and appointed
officers and all past President of this Associatitirat are in good
standing. The President shall be the chairmane&tkecutive Board.

Section 2. The presiding officer at all meetingNof.A.L.P.A.
shall be the President. In his/her absence thdipgesfficer shall be in
the following order: one of the live Vice-Presidei@ecretary, any other
elected officer.

Section 3Presdent: The duties of the President shall be to act as

the administrative head of the Association, and roal the
Executive Board for counsel and assistance. TiselBne shall be the
chairman of the Executive Board and shall havedieer to appoint
committees to carry out the policies and programisthe
Association. The President shall appoint a Chapénrgeant-at-
Arms, Judge Advocate, Public Relations Officer attebr officers
that is deemed necessary, and fill any vacatetkeleffice, all with
the approval of the Executive Board. The Presidball appoint a
committee of three (3) to audit the books of theo8mtion at least
once a year and also a committee of three (3),hmmtl select
gualified candidates for elective office in the ddstion. The
President shall the right to call special meetipgsvided the
membership is notified at least ten (10) days waace and the
reason for such meeting is given. The Presidehinshke an annual
report at the annual meeting relative to the camdlifictivities and
programs of the Association, and along with theebay shall sign all
written contracts and obligations of the Assoamtishich first have
been approved by the Association. He/she shat wmnibwn as the
"Presidents Message" to be distributed with the odation
Newsletter at least four (4) times a year.

Section 4.Vice-Presdents There shall be elected five (5) Vice-
Presidents which will serve for one year and parfeuch duties as
may be assigned to them by the President or theufitree Board,
within the terms of the Constitution and By-Laws.tle absence,
resignation or death of the President, a Vice-Bezdiwill be
selected by the Executive Board to serve as angdeiesident. The
Vice-President may serve for more than one termoftite.
Whenever possible Vice-Presidents will be selectst
represent the same areas as the Department Vicedlalers of
the American Legion (1& 9; 2 &10; 3 &4; 5 & 6; 7&Bistricts) and
such area representation should rotate from ygaato



Section 5Secretary: The Secretary shall maintain a record of the
membership, minutes and other records of the Aatsmtiand shall
handle the correspondence of the Association. teeg8all keep
records of the proceedings of the meetings of twodiation and
all the matters of which a record shall be kepe $ecretary shall
keep the Executive Board advised of the membesstdpirom the
Treasurer the financial standing of the Associagiod provide the
full membership and financial report in writing lvgufficient copies
to be distributed at the mid-winter and annual mgst and shall
make periodic reports (at least four (4) times ar)ydéo the
membership as to the activities of the Associatlmough the
Association publication. The Secretary shall sidh vaitten
contracts and obligations of the Association, alowmth the
President, which first have been approved by treodeation, and
shall not hire anyone to help in the performandesdfier duties.
He/she shall notify all elected and appointed efi@and committee
members of their election and/or appointment, &all issue notices
of all meetings and in the case of special meeshgh add a brief
note stating the object of such call. The Secreteay serve for
more than one term.

Section 6Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be responsible for all the
finances of the Association. He/she shall mainthen general
business account and the Scholarship Account. éHslsdil provide
the Secretary and President with the location bfaetounts,
names of finical institutions and account numbeegshe shall sign
all checks and provide a detailed accounting ofrealkipts and
expenditures at the annual meeting and the migkmimeeting and at
times as directed by the President. Only in thatekat the Treasurer
is unable to perform his/her duties, the SecretadyPresident shall
also have authority to sign checks for the gebesahess account and
scholarship account.

Section 7.Membership Chairman: The Membership chairman
shall keep a record of all members and report théoSecretary
and Treasurer at least every month. He/she shélferewal notices
at the direction of the President and Treasurefshdeshall chair
the Membership Committee consisting of all the VRgesidents
and Directors. He/she shall provide the informateinle at the
annual meeting and the mid-winter meeting. He/shegawith the
Treasurer shall effect the transmittal of duesect#d on behalf of
the National American Legion Press Association (RALto NALPA.

Section 8Chaplain: It shall be the duty of the Chaplain to offer
prayer at each meeting and perform such other sdaiée the
President directs.

Section 9Sergeant-at-Arms: it shall be the duty of the Sergeant-
at-Arms to provide order at all meetings and perfeuch other
duties as the President may direct.

Section 10Judge Advocate: It shall be the duty of the Judge
Advocate to interpret and give rulings on the Guorisin and By-
Laws of the Association and give advice on all llegatters
concerning the Association. He/she shall perforch sther duties as
the President may direct.

Section 11Historian: It shall be the duty of the Historian to
compile and keep up to date history of the New Yarkerican
Legion Press Association and shall collect andepredor the use
and as the property of the Association such caregnce,
photographs, documents, printed articles or merdaramstorical
items, etc, as may be collected by or entrustetieiacare of the
Historian.

Section 12Public Reations Officer: It shall be the duty of the
Public Relations Officer to enhance and createttar image of the
New York American Legion Press Association by dmsating
information about the Association of the memberthefAmerican
Legion and its subsidiary and/or auxiliary orgaions.
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Section 13Term of Officet The officers of this association shall
assume their duties at the close of the annuaingegtvhich they are
elected and hold that office for one (1) year dif tneir successors are
elected. Any officer may be elected or appointeddce than one term
of office. The President shall be elected to ayeaeterm of office and
shall not be elected for more than two consedatives.

Section 14Expenses No officer in the Association shall have any
expense account or be reimbursed in any way fepparexpenses
that may occur from the performance of their dudiean officer in
this Association.

Section 15.Endorsements. No Officer in the Association shall
endorse or promote the candidacy of any persorpublic or
American Legion office, excluding candidates fdicefin the Press
Association.

Section 16Property: All Officers of the New York American
Legion Press Association shall be responsible Ifdhe property
and documents entrusted to them or accumulatdebivyduring their
term of office and shall return to their successahe Association
all such documents and/or property at the annuetimgethat they
leave office or within thirty (30) days if they leaoffice before
their term has expired.

ARTICLE I
ADMINISTRATION

Section 1. The Executive Board shall administer lihsiness
affairs of the Association between meetings andnditate
policies subject to the Constitution and By-Lawd approval of the
majority of the members in attendance at a reguigting. They are
also authorized to fill vacancies in any office eptcas otherwise
provided for in this Constitution and By-Laws.
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Section 2. The Executive Board shall meet at theo€dhe

President. Five (5) voting members of the Board sloastitute

a quorum. A record of each Executive Board meefall he kept
and a written report shall be submitted at the resytlar meeting
of the Association.

Section 3. Failure by any officer to attend a megtiof this

Association may constitute cause for removal froffice, however the
President in his/her discretion may accept a restgenexcuse for non-
attendance if presented before the meeting.

ARTICLEIV
MEETINGS

Section 1. There shall be at least two (2) reguietimgs each
year. One meeting shall be held during the midewinteeting of
The American Legion Department of New York in AlgaiNyY
and the second meeting known as the annual mestialt be
held at the location of the Department of New Yorkegion
Convention and at a time and place during the Qurore that
shall be convenient to a majority of Associatiormibers attending
the Convention.

Section 2. Notice of any regular meeting shall bre teall
Association members at least thirty (30) days poidhe meeting at
their last known address.

Section 3. The President of Executive Board sheé Hae right
to call special meetings provided the membershiptied at least
ten (10) days prior the date of such a meeting.

Section 4. A quorum for any regular or special mgethall be

ten (10) Association members in good sanding reqiag at least
five (5) different counties.
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ARTICLEV
NOMINATIONS

Section 1. The President shall appoint a nominatomgmittee
consisting of three (3) members to select offidersthe next
membership year. The committee shall make its repiie annual
meeting and at that time nominations from the fl@titoe in order.
No person shall be nominator for any office inAlssociation that is
not in good standing and that has not first bekeds® serve in the
position that he or she has been nominated.

Section 2. No person shall be nominated for theeofif President
unless they have been a member in good standiagléast two (2)
full consecutive years prior to the annual meetfreection.

Section 3. No person in the New York American Lagrress
Association shall seek office in the National Aroan Legion Press
Association without first holding a elected offioethe New York
American Legion Press Association and then enddosethe
N.Y.A.L.P.A. during a regular meeting.

ARTICLE VI
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1. The election of officers shall be heldrdy the annual
meeting of the New York American Legion Press Aistion after
all other business has been conducted. The wimangnees shall
be sworn in at that meeting and assume their daitits®e close of
the meeting.

Section 2. The Executive Board in empowered toesuspr cancel
the membership of any member for cause, by a majmwte of
the Board.

Section 3. All candidates for office must he indstanding in the
Association at least thirty (30) days prior torttetection and also be
in good standing in the organization which theyasgnt.
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ARTICLE VI
OFFICERSAND EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1. The annual meeting shall elect a Prasidive (5) Vice
Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Histofiae newly elected
President shall appoint a Membership Chairman, @irapJudge Advocate,
Sergeant-At-Arms, Public Relations Officer and alyer such officers, as
he/she deems necessary. All of these elected aagfminted officers shall
serve for a period of one year or until such tinsetlaeir successors arc
elected. Their term of office shall commence at these of the annual
meeting.

Section 2. In addition to the elected and appoirafiters there shall be
elected six (6) members of the Executive Board ak@ors, two (2) of
which will be elected each year and serve for aogeof three (3) years, (2)
years, (1 Year) and none shall be from the samerkare Legion District
unless necessary.

Section 3. The Executive Board shall consist okeddcted and appointed
officers and all past Presidents of the New Yorkekican Legion Press
Association. All must be in good standing and shale one (1) year
except for appointed officers, which shall havevote. A quorum for any
Executive Board meeting shall be five (5) votingmhers.

Section 4. Any member of the New York American loFgiPress
Association may be elected to any office in the okgation provided
he/she is a member in good standing at least t(B@ days prior to the
elections and has been a member of the Associfrat least two (2) full
consecutive years.

Section 5. All elected or appointed officers in &' A.L.P.A. may serve

for more than one term of office, except for thedlent who may only
serve two (2) terms.
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Section 5. The term of office of each standing catte® shall be for the
period of one year. T he term of office of eachcsglecommittee shall be
from date of formation until such time as its woskall have been
completed and the committee discharged.

Section 6: The President may discharge any comerditel form a new one
if he/she deems it to be in the best interest @fksociation.

ARTICLEVI
FINANCE

Section 1. The fiscal year of this association lsb@lfrom annual meeting
to annual meeting.

Section 2. The revenue of this Association shall dexived from
membership dues, assessments, or from other scasaesy be approved
by the Executive Board and the body at the annegitimg.

Section 3. The amount of the membership dues @sasgents shall be
fixed by the body by majority vote at the annuaktirg.

Section 4. All fees and dues are payable at orrbdfe annual meeting in
July of each year.

Section 5. There shall be an annual audit of thekbaof record by a
special auditing committee appointed by the Preside

Section 6. All funds of the Association shall bepdsited as may be
directed in a checking and savings account in & beglected by the
Executive Board.

Section 7. All checks in excess of fifty ($50.0@)ldrs shall he signed by

both the Secretary and the President unless am#tbim the budget or at a
regular meeting.
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Section 8. All expenditures and receipts shallritered in proper
books of account. Treasurer shall also keep ad@tall properly
of the Association.

Section 9. The Treasurer together with the finac@m@mittee shall prepare
the annual budget to be submitted at the annualinge@ July.

Section 10. Any new member that joins the Assonnatifter May | shall be
considered in good standing for the current yedraso the corning year.

ARTICLEIX
PENALTIES

Section 1. When a member becomes in default of threa period of

one (1) year, a written notice shall be sent to/hen at the last known
address, requesting; the amount due. If aftentliB0) days he/she has
not paid, his/she may be dropped or suspended fmembership by a
majority vote of the Executive Board or any regutaeeting of the

Association. A member so dropped or suspended froembership

may later be reinstated by a majority vote of theedutive Board,

provided the indebtedness has been paid. He/she rtfay maintain

continuity of membership; otherwise he/she musthaps a new

member.

Section 2. After a fair and impartial hearing, lrefdhe Executive
Board, by a majority vote of those present, any imemof the
Association may be suspended or expelled for mideonin his/her
relations to this Association. All interest in thgroperty of the
Association of the person suspended or otherwissiog to be a
member shall vest in the Association.
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ARTICLEX
RULES

Section 1. "Robert's Rules of Order, New Revised" all
matters not covered by these By-Laws shall govehis T
Association.

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These By-Laws may only be amended aarheal
meeting of the New York American Legion Press Asdion
by a three fourth (3/4) vote of the total authaitteereat, provided
that the proposed amendment shall have been sedbriuitthe
Secretary and President in writing not less thdp @0) days prior to
the annual meeting and then transmitted to theeenembership not
less than thirty (30) days prior to the openinth@fnnual meeting.

Section 2. No amendment to these By-Laws shalhtbeduced
which shall be contrary to the spirit and policyhaf American Legion.

ARTICLE X1l
PAST PRESIDENTSAND LIFE MEMBERS

Section 1. Past Presidents and persons awardedrgeinbership in
the Association shall not pay annual dues so lerthhey maintain a
continuous membership in the American Legion Pasxjliary
Unit, or SAL squadron located in the DepartmeN=af York.

Section 2. Past Presidents and life members wimsfdratheir
membership outside the Department of New York,tw aliow their
membership to laps and thereafter are reinstatetl, gy annual
dues.
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