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PRAYING IN AUTHORITY 
OVER SIN & OPPRESSION 

 
 
SIN OPENS THE DOOR 
 
Matthew 12:43-45 
"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not 
find it. Then it says, `I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house 
unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than 
the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation." 
 
1 John 3:8 
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 
 
Romans 6:16 
Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in 
righteousness? 
 
Proverbs 25:28 
Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control.  
 
John 8:34, 36 
Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. If 
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
Deuteronomy 18:9-12 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable 
ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in 
the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts 
spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is 
detestable to the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive 
out those nations before you. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:16 
Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is 
said, "The two will become one flesh." 

 
Amos 3:3  
Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? 
 
James 4:7 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
Mark 11:25-26 
"Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father 
who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. But if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.'' 
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2 Corinthians 2:10-11 
If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven--if there was anything to 
forgive--I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit 
us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 
 
 
1 Peter 5:8  
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 
 
1 Peter 4:7  
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 
 
 
CHRIST’S AUTHORITY 
 
Matthew 28:18 
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
 
Jesus, in John 14:30b 
The prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me. 
 
Hebrews 2:7-8 
“You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor and put 
everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject 
to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. 
 
John 5:19 
Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
 
Mark 1:23-26 
Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you 
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy 
One of God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man 
violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
 
 
CHRIST IN US = OUR AUTHORITY 
 
Romans 16:20 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
 
John 20:21  
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 
 
John 3:4-7 
Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  
"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second 
time into his mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, `You[ must be born again.' 
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Ephesians 6:10-18 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  
 
Galatians 5:22-24 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
 
Ephesians 1:18-23 
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty 
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 
Ephesians 2:6 
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. 
 
Acts 17:28 
`For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, `We 
are his offspring.' 
 
Mark 16:15-18 
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And 
these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will 
speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get 
well." 
 
Isaiah 58:6-9 
"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords 
of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, 
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the 
glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
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Luke 10:17,19,21 
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." 
I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of 
the enemy; nothing will harm you.  At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I 
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
pleasure.” 
 
 
FEAR NOT 
 
1 John 4:16-18 
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love. 
 
Psalm 23  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,  
he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 
Psalm 91:4-6 
He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will 
be your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
 
Psalm 46:1-2 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea. 
 
Jeremiah 51:53 
Even if Babylon reaches the sky and fortifies her lofty stronghold, I will send destroyers against 
her," declares the LORD.  
 
2 Corinthians 10:4 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 
 
 
 


