
Nancy Johnson Black, Ph.D. 
 

Social Science Department 
Metropolitan State University 971 18th Avenue SE 
700 E. Seventh Street Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55106-5000  
(651) 793-1435  FAX (651) 793-1446  (612) 379-0400 
nancy.black@metrostate.edu 

 
Ph.D., Anthropology, The University of New York at Albany, 1989 
M.A., Anthropology, The University of New York at Albany, 1979 

 B.A. Anthropology, summa cum laude, Pennsylvania State University, 1977 
 

Professional Employment 
 

Metropolitan State University, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 Professor, Social Science Department, July 1999 – present 
 Chair, Social Science Department 1994-2003 
 Associate Professor, Social Science Department, July 1994-1999 
 Assistant Professor, Anthropology and International Studies, November 1991-1994 
 Community Faculty Member, Arts and Sciences, 1986-1991 
 Consultant for Curriculum Development, 1989 
 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 Academic Advisor, College of Liberal Arts, 1990-October 1991 
 Adjunct Faculty, Department of Anthropology, 1990-1992 
 Faculty Associate, Latin American Studies Program, 1990-1992 
 
Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Spring 1990 
 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 Administrator, Biological Wing, Department of Anthropology, 1981-1985 
 Resident Tutor in Anthropology, John Winthrop House, 1982-1985 
 
The University of New York at Albany, Albany, New York 
 Visiting Instructor, Department of Anthropology, 1980 
 

Honors and Awards 
Invited Participant, American Council on Education Regional Leadership Forum for Women, Ann 
     Arbor, Michigan 2003 
Distinguished Visitor, Global Perspectives Distinguished Visitors Series, University of Central    
    Florida, 2003 
Scholar-in-Resident, Minnesota Humanities Commission Summer Teacher Institute, 1999, 2002 
Kellogg Fellow, Kellogg/MnSCU Leadership Institute Program, 2000-2001 

 Educator Award, Women’s Commission, Metropolitan State University, 1999 
Minnesota Professor of the Year, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1998 



Educator of the Year Award 1998, Saint Paul Rotary Club 
Excellence in Teaching Award nominee, Metropolitan State University, 1997 
Excellence in Advising Award nominee, Metropolitan State University, 1997  
Outstanding Teacher of the Year, Metropolitan State University 
Excellence in Teaching Award, Metropolitan State University, 1993 
Visiting Scholar, Institute for Latin American Studies, University of Texas at Austin, 1992 
Excellence in Advising Certificate of Achievement, CLA, University of Minnesota, 1991 
Benevolent Association Fellowships, The University of New York at Albany, 1980, 1986 
Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, The University of New York at Albany, Research 
 Fellowship, 1979 
Phi Beta Kappa, Pennsylvania State University, 1977 
Phi Kappa Phi, Pennsylvania State University, 1977  
     

Research and Faculty Development Grants 
 Metropolitan State Professional Improvement Grants, 1993-2000, 2002, 2003 
 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) Grant, Women in Domestic and International 
   Development (co-principal Investigator), 1999 
National Endowment for Humanities, “The Land of Cortés and Malinche,” Summer Institute, 1992    
Bush Faculty Development Grants, 1991, 1993 
National Endowment for the Humanities Travel to Collections Grant, 1990 

  MacArthur Interdisciplinary Program on Peace and International Cooperation Grant (co-principal  
 investigator), 1989 
National Geographic Society, Committee on Research and Exploration, Research Grant (co- 
  principal investigator), 1986 
Sigma Xi Research Grant, 1982 
   Publications 
in prep Gender and Globalization: An Anthropology for the Twenty-First Century (with F. 

Mascia-Lees).  Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press. 
 
in prep  Honduras: Hunger and Hope  (with M. Turck). [Manuscript completed.] 

    
in press  “Courtship and marriage.” In Encyclopedia of New England Culture, B. Feintuch and   
 D. Waters, eds. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. [Tentative publication date: 2004] 
 
in press  “Penobscots.” In Encyclopedia of New England Culture, B. Feintuch and D. Waters, eds.   
  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. [Tentative publication date: 2004] 
 
in press  “Passamaquoddy.” In Encyclopedia of New England Culture, B. Feintuch and D. Waters, 
 eds. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. [Tentative publication date: 2004] 
 
2004 “Frances E. Mascia-Lees.”  In Biographical Dictionary of Anthropology, Vered Amit, 

editor,  
             pp. 340-341.  London, UK: Routledge  
 
2001a   “Violence in Guatemala continues” (with F. Mascia-Lees).  Commentary in  
             Anthropological Newsletter, American Anthropological Association, 42(7):6.  
 



2001b   “Nun’s Assassins Still Free” (with F. Mascia-Lees). Connection to the Americas, 18(3):12. 
 
2000     Gender and Anthropology (with F. Mascia-Lees). Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press.
          
1999  Guatemala: Land of the Maya (with M. Turck).  New Jersey: Dillon Press. 

     
1998a “Through the anthropological lens:  Reflections of an unabashed ethnologist.”  In The 
  Educated Person, C. Meyers, editor, pp. 139-149.  St. Paul, MN: Metropolitan State 
 University. 
 
1998b “What is anthropology?”  In Introduction to Library Research in Anthropology, J.M.  
 Weeks, ed., pp. 1-4.  2nd Edition.  Boulder:  Westview Press. 
 
1997      “Ethnohistory of the Mercedarian mission system in Santa Bárbara de Tencoa, western  
              Honduras.”  In Approaches to Historical Archeology in Middle and South America.   

J. Gasco, G. Smith and P. Fournier-Garcia, eds. Monograph 38:82-88. University of 
California at Los Angeles Press.    

    
1995a    The Frontier Mission and Social Transformation in Western Honduras: The Order of Our 

               Lady of Mercy, 1525-1773.  The Netherlands:  E. J. Brill. 
   
1995b (Book Review)  “The Cultural Evolution of the Ancient Nahua Civilizations:  The Pipil 
 Nicarao of Central America.”  The Nahua Newsletter, Center for Latin American and 
 Caribbean Studies, Indiana University, Number 18.   
     
1995c “Struggle for survival: Implications of la violencia for the social construction of gender 
 among Quiché Maya Women.”  In Gender and Culture: A Social Science Perspective,  
 Nancy J. Black and Elizabeth Leach, eds., pp. 49-60.  St. Paul, MN: Metropolitan State 
 University. 
 
1995d Gender and Culture: A Social Science Perspective, Nancy J. Black and Elizabeth Leach 

eds., 123 pp. St. Paul, MN: Metropolitan State. 
 
1993 “La investigación antropológica y los mayas.”  In Manual for Indigenous Health 
               Educators, reproduced by The Sisters of Charity, Chupol, Guatemala, 19 pp. 
 
1992 “Notes on the ethnopharmacology of the Lenca Indians of Western Honduras and Eastern 
 El Salvador” (with J.M. Weeks).  Mexicon  XIV(4)71-74. 
     
1991a   “What is anthropology?”  In Introduction to Library Research in Anthropology, J.M.   
    Weeks, ed. pp. 1-5.  Boulder:  Westview Press.  
     
1991b “Compulsory conversion at San Sebastián Lemoa:  searching for an ethnographic analog” 
 (with J.M. Weeks).  Center for Ancient Studies Newsletter  4(3):3,7.  Minneapolis. 
 
1991c “Mercedarian missionaries and the transformation of Lenca Indian society in western 
 Honduras” (with J.M. Weeks).  In Columbian Consequences:  The Spanish Borderlands in 



 Pan-American Perspective.  D. H. Thomas, ed., pp. 245-261.  Washington, D.C.:  
 Smithsonian Institution Press.   
 

 1990 (Book Review) Spiritual Warfare. The Minnesota Central American Connection  v.7(2). 
     
1989a Transformation of a Frontier Mission Province:  The Order of Our Lady of Mercy in 
 Western Honduras 1525-1773.  Ph.D. dissertation.  Department of Anthropology.  The 
 University  of New York at Albany.  405 pp. 
     
1989b “Investigaciones sobre el período postclásico en el valle de Tencoa, departamento de 
Santa  Bárbara” (with J.M. Weeks). Yaxkin 10(2):134-50.  Tegucigalpa. 
 
1988 “Anthropology and the study of Quiché Maya women in the western highlands of 

Guatemala.”  In Lucha:  The Struggles of Latin American Women, Connie Weil, ed. pp. 
75-112.  Minneapolis:  The Prisma Institute. 

 
1987a “From prehistory of history in western Honduras:  the Care Lenca in the colonial province 

of Tencoa” (with J.M. Weeks and J. Speaker).  In Interaction on the Southeast 
Mesoamerican Frontier:  Prehistoric and Historic Honduras and El Salvador, E.J. 
Robinson, ed. pp. 65-94.  Cambridge:  BAR International Series 327. 

 
1987b National Geographic Society Report, Instituto de Antropología e Historia (Tegucigalpa): 
 report of the 1987 field season (with J.M. Weeks and J.C. Benyo). Lenca Archaeological 
 and Historical Project Report.  27 pp. 
  
1981 Analysis of surface collected ceramics from Historical Archaeological Site 2.  In 

Assessment of Archaeological and Historic Resources Potential of New York State 
Department of Transportation PIN 7042-23, Town of Theresa, Jefferson County, New 
York.  pp. 124-127.  Manuscript, New York State Historic Preservation Office, Albany. 

  
1979  Chisalin Program Archaeological Field Manual (with J.C. Benyo and J.M. Weeks).  
 Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, Albany.  102 pp.   
   

Selected Invited Presentations 
American Association of University Women, St. Paul and Minneapolis Chapters 
College of Liberal Arts, Iowa State University, Ames 

 Delta Kappa Gamma, St. Paul 
Department of Anthropology, Hamline University, St. Paul 
Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, Cambridge  
Department of Anthropology, Macalester College, St. Paul 
Department of Anthropology, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York 
Department of Anthropology, University of Minnesota 
Department of International Affairs, Hamline University, St. Paul  
Department of International Relations, Macalester College, St. Paul 
Department of Women’s Studies, The University of New York at Albany 
Graduate Education, University of Minnesota     
History Department, South High School, Minneapolis 
Latin American Studies Program, University of Minnesota  



Maya Society of Minnesota, St. Paul 
Minnesota InterProfessional Association, St. Paul   
Resource Center of the Americas, Minneapolis  
Rotary Club, Bloomington    
Science Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul 
Spanish Program, Women’s Studies Program, Century College, White Bear Lake 
3M Corporation, St. Paul 
World Affairs Council of Greater Minneapolis    
 

Selected Papers at Professional Conferences and Symposia Activities 
2002 Do You Really Want to be a University Professor?  Invited Presentation, Graduate 
School, 
 University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 
 
2001 Globalization today:  Challenges to educators.  Invited Discussant to Bruce Stokes’ 

keynote presentation, Minnesota State Colleges & Universities, Fall 2001 
International/Global Education Conference, St. Paul. 

 
2000a   Violence, war and human rights: The Changing Lives of the Maya in Guatemala.  Invited 

Lecture, Department of Anthropology, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York. 
 
2000b Academic job searches.  Invited Presentation, Graduate School, University of Minnesota, 

Minnesota. 
 

              1999a    Defining the political: Maya women’s activism.  Invited Discussant, at the 98th Annual 
                            Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

     
1999b  The Big Picture: Connecting the dots of effective teaching. Keynote Speaker, Teaching  
               Well, Teaching Better, Minnesota State Colleges & Universities Center for Teaching and 

 Learning Spring Conference, Plymouth, Minnesota.   
   

1999c Ethnography as cultural critique, Invited lecture to 400 honors’ students (PSEO), 
Department of English/Composition, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.  

 
1999d Expert teachers.  Invited lecture.  Practicum for Future Faculty, Graduate School,  
              University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 

   
1998a    Beans or bullets:  Genocide in highland Guatemala, 1960 to 1996.  Invited speaker, State  
              University of New York College at Geneseo, New York. 

       
1998b Breaking the silence:  Anthropological perspectives on la violencia.  Invited speaker,  
               Annual University of Minnesota Summer Institute on International Studies: Refugees and  
               Internal Migration, Minneapolis.   
 
1998c International students in our classrooms: Issues and challenges.  Panel organizer and 
 facilitator at Intercultural Communication Faculty and Staff Development Workshop, 
 Consortium of Minnesota Colleges (EGL), St. Paul, Minnesota. 



 
1997a The highland Maya of Guatemala: A changing world view. Workshop.  Faith and the 
 Future:  A Conference Relating Faith, the Environment and Inter-generational Justice.  
 Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
     
1997b Celebration of peace in Guatemala with justice and reconciliation.  Invited speaker at 

Public Lecture with Rigoberta Menchú Tum, 1992 Nobel Peace Laureate lecture, College 
of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 
1997c Gender communication at the workplace (with S. Suleman).  Invited presentation at the 
 Annual Support Staff Retreat, Metropolitan State University, St. Paul.   
 
1995a Gender roles in cross-cultural perspective (with E. Leach).  Workshop.  Bush Grant 
 Award Presentation, Metropolitan State University, St. Paul. 
     
1995b Human rights/women’s lives: Guatemala in the 1990s.  Invited presentation at the 35th 
 Annual Meeting of the Northeast Anthropological Association, Lake Placid, New York. .
     
1994a Strategies for survival: Implications of la violencia for social transformation among 
 Quiché Maya women. Invited presentation at the 93rd Annual Meeting of the American 
 Anthropological Association, Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
1994b Racism: The slave trade, the holocaust and contemporary human rights issues.  Invited 
 speaker at the Phi Theta Kappa lecture, Minneapolis Community College, Minneapolis. 
     
1994c Indigenous Women of Central America.  Invited presentation at the National Women’s 
 Studies Annual Meeting, Ames, Iowa. 
 
1993a Roots of violence, harvest of violence.  Invited lecture at the Center for Global Studies, 
 Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
 

 1993b Voices from Guatemala.  Invited presentation at the National Women’s Studies Annual 
Meeting, Washington, D.C.    

   
1992a The Women of Guatemala.  Keynote speaker. Westside El Grito Committee,  
 Neighborhood House Association, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
     
1992b Archaeology and ethnohistory of the Lenca Indians in the colonial partido of Tencoa,  

              western Honduras (with J.M. Weeks).  Invited paper, Society for Historical Archaeology,  
              Kingston, Jamaica. 
      

1992c The Legacy of Columbus.  Invited lecture in honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
 Quincentennial, October 12, 1992.  Minneapolis Community College/Science Museum of 
 St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 

1992d Human rights in Central America:  external and internal refugees.  Invited lecture, 
 Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
  



1992e   Incorporating multicultural perspectives in the curriculum: Focus on women of color  
              nationally and internationally (with S.Suleman).  Workshop. Metropolitan State University 
              Fall Faculty Conference.   
1991a   Desde y sobre América Latina.  Interview.  Radio broadcast, KFAI, Minneapolis. 

      
1991b   Indigenous responses to the European encounter: Exploring the past to discover the    
             present.  Invited lecture at Minneapolis Community College Quincentennial Project and    
             the Central American Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
     
1991c  The pursuit of freedom of the people of Central America.  Invited lecture in a series, “The  
            Paradox of Freedom: A Global Dilemma,” Cambridge Community College, Minnesota                      
            Humanities Commission/National Endowment for the Humanities, Cambridge, Minnesota. 
 
1990a   Mercedarian missionaries and the transformation of Lenca Indian society, western  
             Honduras (with J.M. Weeks).  Invited paper presented at the Society of American  
             Archaeology, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
1990b Bridges for Women, Bridges Between Women.  Invited Presentation at the Second Annual 

Staff Seminar, 3M Corporation, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
      
1988 Missionaries as agents of culture change:  the Mercedarian Order in Honduras 
 during the colonial period.  Paper presented at the 86th Annual Meeting of the American 
 Anthropological Association, Phoenix, Arizona.   
  
1987a    Archaeological evidence for the colonial transformation of Lenca Indian society in  
              western Honduras.  Paper presented at the 85th Annual Meeting of the American 
              Anthropological Association, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
1987b Investigaciones históricas sobre los lencas en el partido colonial de Tencoa, 

departamentode Santa Bárbara, Honduras: la primera interacción de la labor misional.  
Paper presented at the IV Seminario de Arqueológia Hondureña, Instituto Hondureño de 
Antropología e Historia, La Ceiba, Honduras. 

     
1986 New World cultures: Indigenous peoples of Central America.  Workshop.  The Science 
 Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.  

    
1985a Investigaciones postclásicas en el departamento de Santa Bárbara: informe preliminar  

(with J.M. Weeks).  Paper presented at the III Seminario  de Arqueológia Hondureña, 
Instituto Hondureño de Antropología e Historia, Tela, Honduras. 

       
1985b Postclassic and colonial occupation in Santa Barbara, Honduras (with J.M. Weeks and S. 
 Speaker).  Paper presented at the 84th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
 Association, Washington, D.C.  
    

 1984 Late Postclassic Quiché Maya palace compounds (with J.M. Weeks).  Paper presented at  
the 24th Annual Meeting of the Northeast Anthropological Association, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

     



1983a Women around the world.  Symposium discussant at the 23rd Annual Meeting of the 
 Northeast Anthropological Association, Syracuse, New York.  
     

 1983b    Quiché Maya women of highland Guatemala.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of  
              the New York State Women’s Studies Association, Albany, New York. 

   
1982 Aspects of lowland Maya household formation: the 1615 Las Montañas, Yucatan, mission 
 matrícula  (with J.M. Weeks).  Paper presented at the 44th International Congress of 
 Americanists, Manchester, England.  
 
1981a Social reality and the celebration of Todos Los Santos (All Saints). Symposium organizer 
 and paper presented at the 21st Annual Meeting of the Northeast Anthropological 
 Association, Saratoga Springs, New York.    
 
1981b Highland Maya Weaving and Textiles (with J.M. Weeks).  Exhibition at Tozzer Library, 
 Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
     

Research Experience 
Since 1977 I have been engaged in anthropological research.  My primary research has included 
fieldwork in Mexico and Central America that encompasses ethnographic and ethnohistoric data 
collection in local communities in western Honduras and highland Guatemala.  My research in 
Guatemala and Mexico concerns human rights issues of indigenous peoples and an examination of 
the dramatic transformations within indigenous Maya society and culture in the past 25 years.  
More recently, my research interests concern increasing globalization which especially its effects 
on the social construction of gender. This research has been funded largely by the MacArthur 
Interdisciplinary Program on Peace and International Cooperation and Professional Improvements 
Grants from Metropolitan State University. My research has resulted in four books and numerous 
scholarly articles. 
     

I also have planned, organized and implemented research in ecclesiastical and secular archives as 
well as historical and museum research in national and international collections.  My dissertation 
research benefited from research at the Tozzer Library, Harvard University, the St. Raymond 
Nonnatus Seminary, Order of Mercedarians, LeRoy, New York and ecclesiastical archives in 
Comayagua, Honduras and Guatemala City, Guatemala.  Research sponsored by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities concerned an examination of Lenca Indian material culture at the 
Research Branch of the Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation in New York.  In 
addition, I have participated in archaeological fieldwork in Guatemala and Honduras, and served as 
an assistant and supervisor for the New York State Museum and Science Service as part of their 
public archaeology survey program. Several professional development grants from Metropolitan 
State University have helped fund my recent publications and presentations in gender and 
globalization. 
 
 
     

Administrative and Advising Experience 
Metropolitan State University: 



I served as the Chair of the Social Science Department at Metropolitan State University since its 
inception in 1994 through May 2003.  The projected departmental budget for FY 2003 was 
approximately $450,000.  I provided leadership in the design and implementation of this new 
major and guided its successful passage through unanimous approval by the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board in 1995.  With the one other full-time Resident Faculty member of the Social 
Science Department copy for new catalogs, (3) hired, trained and supervised Community Faculty 
(adjunct faculty) as needed who currently total approximately 35 members in anthropology, 
geography, political science, and sociology. (4) coordinated and supervised the transformation of 
social science curriculum from quarter to the semester system, and (5) been responsible for the 
coordination and scheduling of all learning opportunities (social science courses in five disciplines 
utilizing classroom learning, faculty-designed independent studies, student-designed independent 
studies, theory seminars, and internships) at five locations over two semesters and a summer 
session each year with more than 35 faculty. Currently, I have 45 student advisees in social science 
and our major has grown to more than 175 students. 
      

  I have provided leadership in developing the joint Bemidji/Metropolitan State University Urban  
  Teacher Education Collaborative (K-8) in Social Studies and served as specialty advising   
  coordinator for those students.  With Professor T. O’Connell, I successfully co-chaired the 
  Metropolitan State University Urban Education Teacher Program in Social Studies.  For the 
  academic year 2001-2002, I served as the Social Studies Faculty Coordinator for the new Urban 
  Teacher Program for this new teacher licensure program which began in Fall 2001.   
 
From 1991 to 1993 I was the only full-time Anthropologist at Metropolitan State University and as 
Cluster Coordinator for anthropology and international perspectives course offerings I had the 
responsibility for developing curriculum, scheduling, hiring and supervising approximately 16 
Community Faculty for 24 courses.  I engaged in faculty development, including co-facilitation of 
cultural diversity workshops.  I also developed and coordinated Study Abroad opportunities. 
     

Metropolitan State University and MnSCU Committee Service: 
Chair, Q-3 Subcommittee on Global Understanding (3 years)  
Faculty Director, Women in Domestic and International Development Pilot Project  
Chair, Women’s History Month Planning Committee 
Chair, Faculty Search Committees, and served on eight other Faculty and Dean Searches 
Co-faculty Advisor, International Students Association 
Coordinator, Social Studies Content Area, Urban Education Program (2002) 
Member, Women’s Commission 
Member, Curriculum Committee (5 years) 
Member, Q-7 Steering Committee (2 years) 
Member, General Education/Liberal Studies Committee (3 years) 
Member, MCTC-Metro Co-location Planning Committee (2 years) 
Member, Multicultural Education Committee 
Member, Institute for Gender Based Programs/Enterprise 

 Member, Human Subjects Joint Initiative Committee  
Member, Metro Alliance Planning Group 
Member, Liberal Arts Major Committee 

 Member, Committee for Selection of the Outstanding College Arts and Sciences Graduate 
 Member, Faculty Peer Review Committee (5 junior faculty) 
Member, Metro State/Bush-MNSCU Campus Wide Domestic Violence Prevention Project 



Member, Women’s Studies Consortium   
Member, Scholarship Committee (3 years)   
Member, Dayton’s Bluff Pilot Program Committee 
Member, Bookstore Advisory Committee (3 years) 
Member, Advising Task Force 
Member, Faculty Work Group on Ethnic Studies 
Member, Professional Educational Council (1 year)  
Mentor, CAS Junior Faculty (3 faculty for 6 years) 
IFO Council Representative, College of Arts and Sciences (2 years) 
IFO State Representative (3 years)   

     
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities: 
From July 1990 to October 1991, I was an Upper Division Academic Advisor at the College of 
Liberal Arts at the University of Minnesota and Adjunct Faculty in the Department of 
Anthropology and Program Associate of the Latin American Studies Program.  I served on Student 
Academic Services and University-wide committees such as CLA Representative to Curriculum, 
Instruction and Advising Committee, CLA Upper Division Offices Representative to International 
Travel and Study Center, Space Committee, and Search Committees for student orientation 
leaders. 
     
Harvard University:  
Beginning in 1981, I was the Administrator of the Department of Anthropology at Harvard, 
Biological section.   I had overall responsibilities for daily management of the department 
including selection, supervision and evaluation of support staff.  In addition to curriculum 
development and syllabus preparation, I participated in departmental budget preparation and 
implementation.  I assisted in the preparation of research grants, and acted as liaison between  
biological anthropology, the Harvard Office for Sponsored Research and government and private 
agencies such as the National Science Foundation, and L.S.B. Leakey Foundation for grants 
totaling over $900,000 in a five-year period.  
 
In addition to my fulltime employment as an Administrator, I was selected to be a Resident Tutor 
in anthropology at one of the undergraduate houses at Harvard University from 1982 through 
1985.  I advised undergraduate students concerning University policy and engaged in academic 
tutoring.  My responsibilities included screening applicants for Rhodes, Marshall and Truman 
scholarships, and writing letters of recommendation for employment, fellowships, and graduate 
study.  I initiated a monthly lecture series that sponsored guest speakers in anthropology and 
helped organize a series of discussions to help address the needs of female undergraduates.  I 
served as Sexual Harassment Officer for the 350-member house.  For the first time in my life, I 
lived in an undergraduate dormitory (Winthrop House). 
   
The University of New York at Albany: 

 Administrative assistantships at the Department of Anthropology, State University of New York at 
 Albany entailed coordination and administration of field school programs in highland Guatemala 
 for undergraduate and graduate students.  I also assisted in the initial organization of a publication 
 series for the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies and established inventory and financial record  
 keeping.  In this capacity I was copy editor for volume 7, Migration Across Frontiers: Mexico and  
 the United States of the Latin American Anthropology Group. 



 
Memberships in Professional Societies 

American Anthropological Association (Fellow) 
Cultural Survival 
Guatemalan Scholars’ Network (past Regional Representative) 
International Women’s Rights Action Watch  
Maya Society of the Twin Cities (past Vice President) 
National Women’s Studies Association 

  
Related Professional Activities 

American Anthropological Association, Editorial Board 
American Anthropological Association Human Rights Committee 
Grant Reviewer, National Science Foundation 
Grant Reviewer, Minnesota Humanities Commission 
Grant Reviews, National Endowment of the Humanities 
 Lecturer, Holland-America Cruise Line  
 Manuscript Reviewer: Altamira Press, The University of New York at Albany, Waveland Press,  

     The University of Wisconsin Press 
Monthly Contributor, The Connection: The Month in Review (8 years) 
 
                                           Community Activities 
MnSCU Board of Trustees Candidate Advisory Council (July 2003-June 30, 2009) 
Advisory Board, CloudForest Initiative, Minneapolis (2 years) 
Block Captain, Neighborhood S.A.F.E., Minneapolis (14 years) 
Delegate to Precinct Caucus (2 years) 
Board of Directors, Resource Center for the Americas (3 years) 
 
 


