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 BOOK I 
 
Chapter 1 
 
1.  What was the first conflict in the book? 
  
2.  How was the king duped? 

  
Chapter 3 
 
3.  What did the men do when they suspected they were being used against the king? 
  
4.  About what did Clearchus speak? 
  
5.  What was his ruse? 
  
6.  What agreement was made with Cyrus? 
  
Chapter 4 
 
7.  How did Cyrus propose to deal with the deserters Pasion and Xenias? 
  
Chapter 5 
 
8.  How did the Greeks respond to Cyrus’ magnanimity toward Pasion and Xenias? 
  
9.  How did Xenophon describe the Persian empire? 
  
Chapter 6 
 
10.  How did Cyrus deal with Orontas? * 
  
11.  What did Xenophon mean in speaking of Orontas when they took “hold of Orontas by the 
       girdle?” * 
  
Chapter 7 
 
12.  What were some of Cyrus’ leadership qualities? 
  
Chapter 8 
 
13.  How did the king’s forces come? 

 
14.  When is Xenophon first mentioned? 
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The Choephori 
 
 

The snake of Clytemnestra’s dream 
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1.  Who is Hermes (Mercury)? 
  
2.  What is the setting of the play?  (1-6) 
  
Prologue 
 
3.  For what are the two locks of hair offered by Orestes? 
  
First Episode 
 
(7-33) 
4.  Why is the chorus mourning? 
  
(34-63) 
5.  Why has Clytemnestra sent the women to Agamemnon’s grave? 
  
6.  What is the mood? 
  
7.  Who is “her, whom the gods hate?”   
  
8.  What was the creed by which the people used to live? 
  
9.  What rules now? 
  
(64-84) 
10.  What does the chorus say about justice? 
 
11.  What do we know about the women of the chorus? 
  
(85-112) 
12.  Who does the chorus say are the loyal ones? 
 
(113-163) 
13.  What does the chorus tell Electra to ask for the murderers? 
 
14.  What does Electra ask for herself of the gods? 
 
(141-163) 
15.  How do we know the avenger is coming? 
 
(222-251) 
16.  What proof of his identity does Orestes give Electra? 
 
17.  What does Electra mean that Orestes is “four joys in one” to her? 
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Questions for Further Thought: 
 
A.  Even without understanding the details, what can we learn from the discussion of modes? 
 
 
  
B.  Do you think there might be a parallel with modern music, such as rap or rock music?  Is it possible that 

the music young people listen to today influences their attitudes? 
 
 
C.  Do you think the division of work and rewards in Socrates’ city is fair or desirable?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
D.  Does Socrates willingly give his opinions?  How do we learn what he believes, or do we? 
 
 
 
 
 

Book IV 
 
Socrates is striving for a definition of justice and injustice.  He postulates that by constructing an ideal city 
and observing justice there, they might be able to then observe justice in an individual. 
 
419 
1.  What is Adeimantus’ concern about the guardians? 
  
420 
2.  How does Socrates respond? 
  
421 
3.  What two things are to be avoided? 
  
422 
4.  Why is wealth to be avoided? 
  
5.  Why is poverty to be avoided? 
  
423 
6.  Why would Socrates call a city warring against itself “two cities”? 

 
424 
7.  What does Socrates say about changing music? 
  
8.  What does he mean? 
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Book VIII  
 
544 
1.  What is to be considered in this book? 
  
2.  What are the four regimes to be discussed? 
  
3.  What kind of a regime has been discussed above, with philosopher-kings (rulers)? 
  
4.  What is a timocracy? 
  
546 
5.  What assumption is made in this discussion? 
  
6.  In a timocracy, who would rule and why? 
  
548 
7.  How would you describe the timocratic man? 
  
8.   What would produce a timocratic man? 
  
550-551 
9.  To what would timocracy break down? 
  
10.  How does oligarchy come about? 
  
11.  What would be the immediate consequence of such a city? 
  
552 
12.  What would be some of the characteristics of an oligarchic city? 
  
553 
13.  How would you describe the oligarchic man? 
  
555 
14.  What would follow on the heels of an oligarchy? 
  
15.  How does democracy come about? 
  
557 
16.  In theory, how do the people in a democratic city live? 
  
558 
17.  How would a democratic man come to be? 
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560. 
18.  What are the “best watchmen and guardians of the thoughts” of those who live justly? 
  
561 
19.  How would the democratic man regard truth? 
  
20.  Would this man be a model of self control? 
  
562 
21.  What follows a democracy? 
  
22.  What would define a democracy? 
  
23.  How would a tyranny come to be? 
  
564 
24.  What three classes would exist in a democracy? 
  
565 
25.  What would happen if the money-makers rebel against having their earnings taken away? 
  
566 
26.  After a tyrant comes to power, what does he need? 
  
27.  Initially, how does the tyrant behave? 
  
567 
28.  How will the people be kept from plotting against their new leader? 
  
29.  Under a tyrant, what becomes of his closest, boldest advisors? 
  
30.  What is the attitude of the masses toward their leader? 
  
568 
31.  How are the people prevented from rising up? 
 
 
  

Questions for Further Thought: 
 
A.   Do people today think like the “democratic” man of Socrates’ time? 
 
 
    
B.  Can you give any specific examples of supposed rights? 
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Oath of Louis Lasagna 
 
I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this covenant: 
 

I will respect the hard-won science gains of those physicians in whose steps I walk, and gladly share such 
knowledge as is mine with those who are to follow. 

I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures which are required, avoiding those twin traps of 
overtreatment and therapeutic nihilism. 

I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, and 
understanding may outweigh the surgeon’s knife or the chemist’s drug. 

I will not be ashamed to say, “I know not,” nor will I fail to call in my colleague when the skills of another 
are needed for a patient’s recovery. 

I will respect the privacy of my patients, for their problems are not disclosed to me that the world may know. 
Most especially must I tread with care in matters of life and death. 

If it is given me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also be within my power to take a life; this awesome 
responsibility must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my frailty. 

above all, I must not play God. 

I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, or a cancerous growth, but a sick human being, whose 
illness may affect his/her family and his/her economic stability. My responsibility includes these related 
problems if I am to care adequately for the sick. 

I will prevent disease whenever I can; for prevention is preferable to cure. 

I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special obligations to all my fellow Human beings, 
those of sound mind and body, as well as the infirm. 

 

If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and remembered with affection 
thereafter. May I always act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling and may I long experience 
the joy of healing those who seek my help 
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James was born 

James attended the 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico, the 
third child of Larry and Fran Rutherford. He showed an 
extraordinary aptitude for music and drawing at a young age. 
The decision to homeschool provided James both the time to 
obtain a rigorous education and devote himself to music and art. 
He studied the classics of Greece and Rome during his high 
school years and accompanied his assignments with beautiful 
and stimulating illustrations.

University of Dallas, graduating 
 in 2004 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Art and 

Sculpture. He is the graphic artist for Aquinasandmore.com and 
Catholic Book Online Discussion.  He is the current  music 
director of a Denver church and is busy completing many of the 
illustrations for the next study guide on Ancient Rome.
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Born in Santa Fe, New Mexico,

Fran has been the primary educator

Those study questions have been expanded

 Fran is the fourth of 
seven children. Her father was an official in the National 
Park Service and the family traveled widely in the United 
States and met people from many countries.  Fran 
developed a love for people of different cultures and 
languages and eventually attended Colorado State 
University, the University of Maryland and the University 
of New Mexico, from which she graduated in 1980. 

 of her children for 
12 years.  Reading, history, art and music were of interest 
to the whole family, so they thought a study of the classics 
would be a natural fit for the children.  While the curricula 
available offered guidance and a basic structure, they 
didn't flesh out the reading assignments or give an analysis 
of the works at hand.  Fran wrote study questions that 
would provide an initial introduction to the classical 
works in order to make them more accessible to her young 
teenagers.

  with 
additional information and this book is the result.  Fran is 
currently working on similar study guides for Ancient 
Rome, Europe and the United States.  She and her 
husband Larry have four children and live in Colorado.

 James leaving St. Petersburg, Russia by ship

The author in the bell tower of St. Elijah's Church, 
Yaroslavl, Russia.  Photo by Marie Martin.

  


