MINNESOTA CORONERS' & MEDICAL EXAMINERS' ASSOCIATION
530 Chicago Avenue Phone: 612-215-6320
Minneapolis, MN 55415 Fax: 612-215-6330

May 2004
Dear Col | eagues,

As many of you know, | have been working with Hospice M nnesota and the
Minnesota Medical Association’s End of Life Issues Work Group in an
effort to address sone of the concerns that we as coroners and nedi cal
exam ners have about hospice, and that hospi ce agenci es have about us.
These issues include legibility of fornms, Ilegal next of kin, new
unrecogni zed di agnoses, who will sign the death certificate, disposal of
narcotic nedication after death, a different pre-registration form for
each county, etc. | have explained to them that | view hospice
registration as a service to the famly since otherwise, at the tinme of
deat h, | aw enforcenent and possibly coroner or nedical exanm ner personnel
woul d go to the hone.

Sone of the things that different offices have tried include treating
deaths at residential hospice facilities as nursing home deaths - that
is, they only have to report the death if it otherwise neets
coroner/ nedical examiner criteria; allowng the patient to use a Health
Care Directive if the legal next of kin can’t be found; and encouraging
hospi ce agencies to be nore uniformin their narcotics disposal policies.
They woul d nuch prefer there be only one hospice registration form used
everywhere in the state, similar to the standard cremation form that
funeral hones use.

So, borrowing heavily from many of your forns, | came up with a draft
formthat | have sent to many coroners and nedical examiners, as well as
to Hospice M nnesota. I have incorporated all the feedback [|'ve

received, and at the last Minnesota Coroners’ and Medical Examiners’
Associ ation Board neeting, this form (enclosed) was endorsed. M chael
Rossman (Executive Secretary of MC&VEA) has the enclosed form in
M crosoft Wrd format that can easily be sent as an enmail attachnent if
you care to personalize it for your own office. M chael can be reached
by calling MC&MVEA at the phone nunber listed above, or by enailing him
at m chael .rossnman@o. hennepin.mMm.us. | wll also be sending the form
to Hospice Mnnesota in hopes they may eventually have a 'web-based’
versi on.

Pl ease also find enclosed a docunent | put together entitled "FlI REARM
MORTALI TY SURVEI LLANCE SYSTEM' regardi ng recomendations for additions
to death certificates related to firearns deaths (other than honi cides).

Feel free to contact nme if you have any questions regardi ng the encl osed
i nformation.

Sincerely,
Li ndsey C. Thomas, M D.

Phone: (651) 480-4253
Emai | : thonasl @ egi nanedi cal . org
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