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Father Stasys Raila celebrated his
100th birthday September 14, 2007

FABULOUS BIRTHDAY

This past September 14, fr. Stasys Raila, onetime executive director of
Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, celebrated his 100th birthday!!! Valio! Valio!
Valio! Currently he is in residence at the Blessed G. Matulaitis Nursing Home
in Putnam, CT. LCRA is extremely grateful to fr. Raila for all his work on behalf
of the persecuted Church in Lithuania during the horrific communist era and
is thankful he was able to see the dawning of Lithuania’s independence.
Heartfelt congratulations to fr. Raila on having reached such a memorable

birthday. May God continue to bless him and keep him in his loving care!

CARDINAL SLADKEVICIUS FUND

Approaching 2.7 Million

Have you given to this worthy fund? At this time the dividends can be distributed according to the rules of the fund.
Juozapas Matulaitis, bishop of Kaisiadorys Diocese has embarked on a remarkable project to memorialize the birthplace
of H.E. Vincentas Cardinal Sladkevicius in Guronys village by creating
a rosary-themed park. The park will have a continually operating center
“The Light of the Homeland”, where pilgrims and other visitors will be able
to spend some meaningful time in marvelous surroundings. In order to
finish setting up the interior, an inventory of various furniture was needed.
Thus LCRA was able to provide $22,000 from the Cardinal Sladkevicius
Fund. Also, money from dividends was sent to Panevezys Diocese for the
care of sick priests and to Siauliai Diocese for tuition payment for their

seminarians.

Pilgrims in the roasary-themed park by the
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How can one
spend the lazy
days of summer?

What can be done to fill the hours with
worthwhile endeavours, so that there
is no time left to dream up mischief or
to get into trouble? People who are
responsible for the welfare of children
or young people are well aware of
the need to occupy their free time,
hence they organize summer camps,
meetings, retreats, pilgrimages, excur-
sions, and the like. As a restful time
envelops everyone, an opportunity
presents itself not only to enjoy God’s
beautiful creation, have fun, and play
sports, but also to begin in some small
way to appreciate our Christian heritage
and what it teaches us and everyone
around us. There were many ways to
enjoy summer 2007 and LCRA is proud
to have contributed to the success of so

many summer (and winter) programs

by granting nearly $140,000 in financial

support. Most summer camps are orga-
nized by local parishes or women’s or
men’s congregations. To all who gave
s0 generously, the recipients of the
financial aid say a heartfelt thank you.
Please remember to give for next year’s

programs.

The campers of the Panevezys region

youth group (ateitininkai)

Summer Camps!
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Snapshots of the family summer camp
sponsored by the Vilnius
St. John’s Parish

NEW LCRA BOARD

OF DIRECTORS

As the by-laws of LCRA require,
LCRA must have an Annual
Meeting at which new Directors
are chosen or, if appropriate,
reelected for a specified term.
This year the Annual Meeting
was held in the conference room
of the Transfiguration rectory in
Maspeth, NY onJune 9,2007. The
following were elected or reelect-
ed to the Board of Directors: Rev.
Placidas Barius, OFM; Gintaras
Cepas; Rev. Francis Giedgaudas,
OFM; Msgr. Gintaras Grusas;
gen. Secretary of the Lithuanian
Bishop’s Conference; and sr.
Paule Savickas. Bishop Paul
A. Baltakis, OFM, as president,
greeted the members, presented
an overview of LCRA’s accom-
plishments for the previous year
and asked that several chang-
es to the by-laws be approved
by the membership. Then fol-
lowed reports by the treasurer,
fr. Vytautas Volertas, finance
committee chairperson Gintaras
Cepas and administrator Vida
Jankauskas. LCRA'’s vice presi-
dent, llona Laucius, who visits
Lithuania frequently, graciously
agreed to share the experiences
of her last visit to Lithuania. It
needs to be noted that any trav-
el expenses incurred by Board
members on visits to Lithuania
are not reimbursed by LCRA and
are a most generous gesture on
the part of the Directors. After the
Annual Meeting a short Board of
Directors meeting ensued where-
in various officers were chosen
and grant requests presented.



