
WHICH PAPER CAN YOU BELIEVE? - SBCAINBCA "Reality Check'n
(Opinion by John Thompson @ 2007 , Essentially as published in By{fie-Se a Times of April 6, 2OO7)

Occasionally a reader will write "One paper says one thing, the other says the
opposite. How can anyone know which one to believe?" Our advice is always to
check what you read in ANY publication against readily the available facts and
documentary evidence.

A case in point is an April 2AA7 article in the by-the-sea-developer copy-eet paper
labeling as "misrepreeentations" By-the-Sea Times' investigative reporterrs expos6
of the grcat South Beach Civic Association scams, including the SBCA's political
history and extensive political activity.

Claiming to offer a "reality check," that other, politically inspired publication writes
that as a not-for-profit FL corporation, the SBCA/NBGA "is prohibited from engaging
in any political activities and does not do $o." Perhaps they have adopted Mayor
Parker's approach, that if you cite to some alleged regulation with sufficient
conviction, people will believe you.

In facL of cource, there is no such prohibition unless a corporation wishes to claim
tax-free status. Many Florida-based political committees are, in fact, not-for-profit
corporations. And as to the political origins of the SBCA in particular, we offer
another message from the past a 1999 memo from Superuisor-of€lectione official
Mary Cooney welcoming Ghuck Clark and hie SBCA as a newly registercd political
committee. (As can easily be established by visiting the FL Gorporations website,
the $BCA did not registeras a corpomtion not-for-profit untit August2000,)

Devoting much time and effort to insuring the accuracy of material published in By-
fhe-Sea Times, we are intrigued not only by that other publication's blatant
disregard for the truth, but also by their careless publication under the guise of a
"reality check" statements that can so easily be shown to be false.

In a future edition we will publish more messages from the past, to debunk the
equally ridiculous claims thatthe SBCA "teok no part in the 2AA4 election or any
other election" and "made [no] contributions to Commissioners John Yanni and
Chuck Clark."
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