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BETRAYING TRUST
WITH OUR WILDLIFE

DOW sending rescued, rehabilitated deer fawns
into the maw of chronic wasting research labs

By Sharon Groanloal LaPlerre

he public needs to be

aware that il is being mis-

led regarding deer [awn re-

habilitation practices impl-
mented by the Colorado Division of
Wildlile.

The DOW issued a directve (o its
licensed rehabilitators (volusitecr an-
itnal caregivers) that fawns must be
rchahilitated in the same *game
unit” where they are found, then re-
leased imo thal saume unil. However,
the records show that last year a li-
censed rehabilitater [rom Fort Col-
lins accepted fawns [or rehabilitation
from Boulder. [n direct conflict with
the DOW direciive, Boulder wildlife
officers are transporting fawns 1o
this rehabilitator with the permis-
sion of the DOW because Boulder
no longer has a fully-licensed reba-
bilitator. Sevenieen of the animals in
the care of the Fort Colling facility
were lurned over to the Foothills Re-
search Laboralory associaled with
Colorado State Universily Lo be used
in chronic wasting discasc research
hy DOW veterinarians and universi-
ly researchers.

One rescued fawn rom Boulder
was given to Lhe Fort Colling rehabil-
ilalor and after it was woaned (but
nat old enough (o be relurned 1o the
wild), was traonsporied Lo the Foot-
hills Rescarch lab in (elober 2002,
This animal was cven named “Boul
der” afler a cilizen who lovingly tried
o rescue it.

It is deceptive to the public who
call the DOW for help wilh or-
phaned or injured fawns when the
W knowingly uses rehabililators
10 supply rescarch subjects. At a
time when these animals are most
delenseless, human inlerventon Lo
ensure their survival and healihy re-
turn to the wild is the only ethical
thing to do.

There is another rehabilitator on
the Western Slope who raised six
fawns last year, and they were trans-
ported to the Unjversily of Wyoming
research lahs for CWD projects, hav-
ing been moved across stote lines. 11
is debatable if this is even logal.
Asking rehabilitators to do this is a
dircet conflici of interest for those
dedicated to the humane wellare of

an animal in their care and certainly
dishonest to the citizens whao expect
wildlife o be released back inlo na-
live habitat. Many rehahilitators

have refused o send animals in their

care to the DOW rescarch lahs, hut
olhers are afraid of losing their li-
censes if they do nol cooperale.
Why can fawns be moved for re-
search purpuses, bul not for rescue
or rehabililation?

Belore fawns can live on their
own, they are iransferred {o the re-
search labs and the public is tokd
that “releasable” animals are not
used (or research, Fawns can be re-
leased as carly as 14-16 weeks if
they have learned to recognize their
natural food source and are not en-
couraped to be handled by humans.
[l fawns are imprinied or turned
over before they are capable of be-
ing released, they ave indeed nol
“releasable.”

In a letter 1 received from a former
Boulder Counly rehabilitalor, she in-
dicated that DOW veterinarians
asked ber (o imprint Gawns in her
care {(making them easter o handle
in caplivily), then send them to a re-
search program which she was told
would allow them to live their lives
out without any harm. She seol ap-
proximately 12 animals over the
years, believing she was doing the
right thing. To her dismay, all were
cuthanized al the rescarch facility
and used lor CWD research.

Colorado is divided inlo varions
grame units. Most of the city of Boul-
der is in Game Unii #29, and north
of Colo. 52 in Niwol and Lengmoni
is Game Unit #20. Each area within
the stale has ity own relabilitalors
and sancluaries that are licensed by
the DOW, but not all are licensed lor
“big game,” a designation thal in-
cludes fawns. There are no fully li-
censed deer rehabililators in Game
Units #29 and #20. Many other game
units within Colerado alsa do not
have licensed rehabilitators, IT there
is 1o licensed fawn rehabilitator in a
particular unit, then abandoned or
injured fawns must be cuthanized or
taken to Forl Collins under the di-
rection of the DOW (o be raised for
the research pens and the chronic
wasting discase project.

FFawns are prized for research be-

cause they do not have CWD at
birth and can he imprinted. DOW
velerinarian Dr. Mike Miller and Dr.
Elizaheth Williams (University of
Wynming) recently promoted a pub-
lished paper which eonfirmed that
“maternat transmission made little, if
anv, contribution Lo the occurrence
ol CWD." (Nature, Scepl. 4, 2003.)
Alse there is no evidence that when
a particular fawn grows up it will gel
CWD, and a human cannot get CWID
from just touching an animal. It is as-
sumed thal the disease “mighl be”
translerred by bodily fluids, but at
this time and after much research #o
evitlence can be cited as to how
CWD infects healthy animals. Sever-
al Brilish researchers dispute the
findings und assumptions of the
DOW in repard to how this diseasc
is spread.

The DOW claims the main reason
for stopping transport of fawns is the
fear of “spreading” CWD from one
area 1o anather. Acenrding (o Marcia
Barber, CW Working Group chair,
the latest slatistics oltained (rom a
Baulder County official indicate that
an adull deer radio collared on Heil
Ranch open space recently was
found in Grand County, many miles
away in anolher game unit, Wildlile
is en the move naturatly for many
reasons (stress of culling, drought,
need for food, fires), and notl allow-
ing fawns to be rehabilitated or
moved from one game unit lo anolh-
er is inconseruentiai te ihe spread of
the disease because of its minimal
impact.

Peaple should be outraged al this
praclice of using fawns lor undefined
research. Where is the accountahili-
ty lor this process of taking wikdlilc
[rom the wild? Any research finding
in a contrived, artilicial setting can-
nol be generalized 1o a wild environ-
mend.

To protest using innocent fawns
for rescacch ratbier than rehabilita-
ting (them, contact Russell Georsee,
DOW exceulive director, by calling
(3033 297-1192 and/or Gov. Rill
Owens at (303) 866-20003 (zovernor-
owens@stale.co.us) 1o mike your
opposilion known.

Sharon Greenleaf LaPierre is the
Sounding chuir of the Wildlife Legacy
Trust. She lives in Niwet.




