INSPIRING QUOTES FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS
(Expanded Jan. 5™, 2009)

"...There is nothing that brings success in the Faith like service. Service is the magnet which draws the
divine confirmations. Thus, when a person is active, they are blessed by the Holy Spirit. When they are
inactive, the Holy Spirit cannot find a repository in their being, and thus they are deprived of its healing and
guickening rays."

(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, July 12, 1952: Living the
Life, p. 18)

“...An individual must center his whole heart and mind on service to the Cause, in accordance with the
high standards set by Baha'u'llah. When this is done, the hosts of the Supreme Concourse will come to
the assistance of the individual, and every difficulty and trial will gradually be overcome."

(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, October 6, 1954, Lights of
Guidance, page 118)

We prescribe unto all men that which will lead to the exaltation of the Word of God amongst His servants,
and likewise, to the advancement of the world of being and the uplift of souls. To this end, the greatest
means is education of the child. To this must each and all hold fast. We have verily laid this charge upon
you in manifold Tablets as well as in My Most Holy Book. Well is it with him who deferreth thereto.

We ask of God that He will assist each and every one to obey this inescapable command that hath
appeared and been caused to descend through the Pen of the Ancient of Days. (Baha'u'llah: Baha'i
Education, pages 245-246)

The education and training of children is among the most meritorious acts of humankind and draweth down
the grace and favour of the All-Merciful, for education is the indispensable foundation of all human
excellence and alloweth man to work his way to the heights of abiding glory. (Abdu’l-Baha: Selections
from the Writings of "Abdu'l-Baha, page 129)

Among the greatest of all services that can possibly be rendered by man to Almighty God is the education
and training of children......, CAbdu’l-Baha: Selections from the Writings of "Abdu’l-Baha, page 133)

Among the greatest of all great services is the education of children, and promotion of the various
sciences, crafts and arts. Praised be God, ye are now exerting strenuous efforts toward this end. The
more ye persevere in this most important task, the more will ye witness the confirmations of God, to such a
degree that ye yourselves will be astonished.

(Abdu’l-Baha: The Arts, pages 4-5)

O ye loving mothers, know ye that in God's sight, the best of all ways to worship Him is to educate the
children and train them in all the perfections of humankind; and no nobler deed than this can be imagined.
(Abdu’l-Baha: Selections from the Writings of "Abdu’l-Baha, page 139)

You must attach the greatest importance to the education of children, for this is the foundation of the Law
of God, and the bedrock of the edifice of His Faith. (Abdu'l-Baha: Education, page 269)

Blessed is that teacher who shall arise to instruct the children, and to guide the people into the pathways of
God, the Bestower, the Well-Beloved. Blessed is that teacher who remaineth faithful to the Covenant of
God, and occupieth himself with the education of children. For him hath the Supreme Pen inscribed that
reward which is revealed in the Most Holy Book. Blessed, blessed is he! (Baha'u'llah: Baha'i Education,
page 251)



The purport is this, that to train the character of humankind is one of the weightiest commandments of God,
and the influence of such training is the same as that which the sun exerteth over tree and fruit. ((Abdu'l-
Baha: Education, page 263)

Blessed art thou, since thou art engaged in rendering a service which will make thy face to shine in the
Abha Kingdom, and that is the education and training of children. If one should, in the right way, teach and
train the children, he will be performing a service than which none is greater at the Sacred
Threshold.....You must, however, struggle unceasingly to perfect yourself and win ever higher
achievements. (Abdu’l-Baha: Baha'i Education, p. 24, no. 60)

"...this teaching of the children is a service to the Blessed Perfection. Whosoever serves the world of
humanity in this or any other way is serving His Holiness Baha'u'llah. Your heavenly reward is with Him.
The education of children is one of the most great services. All these children are mine. If they are
educated and illumined, it is as though my own children were so characterized..." (Talk of Abdu'l-Baha
in the Holy Land: Star of the West, Vol. Xlll, No. 6, p. 172)

Thou hast arisen to perform a service which would justly entitle thee to vaunt thyself over all the teachers
on earth. For the teachers of this world make use of human education to develop the powers, whether
spiritual or material, of humankind, whilst thou art training these young plants in the gardens of God
according to the education of Heaven, and art giving them the lessons of the Kingdom.

The result of this kind of teaching will be that it will attract the blessings of God, and make manifest the
perfections of man.

Hold thou fast to this kind of teaching, for the fruits of it will be very great. The children must, from their
infancy, be raised to be spiritual and godly Baha'is. If such be their training, they will remain safe from
every test. (‘Abdu'l-Baha: Education, pages 274-275)

In the scheme of human life the teacher and his system of teaching play the most important role, carrying
with it the heaviest responsibilities and most subtle influences. (Abdu’l-Baha, Star of the West, Vol. 17, p.
55)

Remember not your own limitations; the help of God will come to you. Forget yourself. God's help will
surely come!

When you call on the Mercy of God waiting to reinforce you, your strength will be tenfold.
(CAbdu’l-Baha: Paris Talks, pages 38-39)

According to the explicit divine Text, teaching the children is indispensable and obligatory. It followeth that
teachers are servants of the Lord God, since they have arisen to perform this task, which is the same as
worship. You must therefore offer praise with every breath, for you are educating your spiritual children.
The spiritual father is greater than the physical one, for the latter bestoweth but this world's life, whereas
the former endoweth his child with life everlasting. This is why, in the Law of God, teachers are listed
among the heirs. (~Abdu’l-Baha, Baha'i Education, A Compilation, p. 33. Also in The Compilation of
Compilations vol. I, p. 273)

Today the training and education of the believer’s children is the preeminent goal of the chosen. It is the
same as servitude to the Sacred Threshold and waiting upon the Blessed Beauty. Joyously, therefore,
canst thou pride thyself on this. (Abdu’l-Baha, Baha'i Education, Rev. Ed. 1999, No. 63, p. 25)



