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CITIES, CARS AND
CONVERSATION

by Ron Mead

The local media, for the last few years,
has given us enough reasons not to
be in the city, so why do so many of
us persist in living here? The most
common answers are things like ‘di-
versity,” ‘cultural opportunities,” and
‘proximity to jobs, recreation, etc.’

Sociologists agree: “Cities were in-
vented to facilitate exchange of infor-
mation, friendship, material goods,
culture, knowledge, insight, skills,
and also the exchange of emotional,
psychological and spiritual support.”™
Obviously, living near jobs, shops,
museums, parks, theaters, relatives,
churches, friends and everything else
the city has to offer is valuable.

Yet as we go about the business of
living, the informal exchanges we
have with others we encounter go-
ing about their daily business have
more influence on us than does the
latest exhibit at the Walker. Some
of our most rewarding exchanges
happen at the meat counter, leaning
on a snow shovel, or waiting for a
bus.

Once we are barricaded inside our
cars, we are isolated and alienated;
we have rid ourselves of any possi-
bility of useful exchange. Once bar-
ricaded in, we no longer view those
around us as fellow human beings:
they are obstacles to be gotten
around, impeding our progress to-
ward home or work, robbing us of
opportunities for meaningful ex-
changes. The automobile promised us
freedom but made us prisoners and
stole our world.

The car has invaded our living space.
In a study in San Francisco,? resi-
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dents on three streets with similar
houses and histories but different
traffic patterns were asked to define
their ‘home territory.” Residents of
the ‘quiet’ street included the entire
length of both sides of the street as
well as the street itself as ‘home ter-
ritory.” Kids played in the street and
people walked to the store. Ex-
changes with neighbors were an im-
portant but commonplace occurrence
on the block.

Residents on a street with moderate
traffic had conceded the street to the
cars and indicated fewer acquaintan-
ces and friends even on their own side
of the block. There were fewer chil-
dren, and residents were more apt to
drive to a larger store further away.
The space available for exchanges
with neighbors had been reduced to
the sidewalks and front yards and
that territory was less used than on
the quiet street.

Residents on the busy street had lost
everything: the street, the boulevards,
the sidewalks, the front yards, the
front steps and, in many cases, the
front windows. They had conceded
the neighborhood. Very few families
remained and the neighborhood
stores were gone. There was no space
left for exchanges. The street was
viewed as hostile, to be used only by
cars.

The more space cars are allowed, the
more they consume. Fast moving
traffic physically requires more space
than slower moving traffic to handle
the same volume of cars. And the
more devastating effect is the “zone
of influence” controlled by cars in-
creases further and further beyond
the physical requirements as volume
and speed increase.

As we work to revitalize our neigh-
borhoods, we must recognize that
cars are useful tools but aren’t so
sacred that we should sacrifice every-
thing to them. We can reclaim our
cities and enjoy better living with less
traffic. Mobility is not freedom, and
it is not too late for the Twin Cities.

!Engwicht, David. Reclaiming our cities and

towns: better living with less traffic, New So-
ciety Publishers, Philadelphia, 1993.

2Appleyard, Donald. Livable Streets. University
of California Press, Berkeley, 1981.

LOCAL BICYCLING INITIATIVES PROCEED
WITH CITY AND COUNTY SUPPORT

by Christina Hakala

In Minneapolis, every Friday is now Ride Your Bike Day.
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee approved
a motion on February 2, 1994 to make Friday an official
day for bicycling. Friday was chosen in the spirit of the
tradition of dressing casually for work on Fridays. This
is an opportunity for everyone who is not currently riding
a bicycle to ride on a regular basis, and for those who
already do to find support in numbers. Watch for up-
dates on events around this day. If you would like to
organize neighborhood rides to Downtown, or think of
ideas to promote bicycling, please call Shean Bjoralt at
871-9136.

Saturday, April 16™, there will be another clean-up event
for the Midtown Greenway Corridor. It’s great exercise
(I helped last year) and the County provides hot cider,
coffee, and pastries, as well as sturdy gloves. Last Octo-
ber we removed a large amount of debris from the Corri-
dor. We inched our way forward, like archaeologists on
a dig. The hillside we cleared became a beautiful green,
while ahead there lay a vast amount of trash. It was
incredible to be in the middle of Minneapolis, not far
from major streets, breathing fresh air in what seemed
to be this vast, rustic canyon. There are miles of trash
yet that need to be removed before the Corridor can be
developed for fast, safe, and pleasant bicycle travel, as
well as for other uses, including passenger rail. If you
want to participate in cleaning up debris along the Mid-
town Greenway Corridor, with the assistance of Henne-
pin County and others, the clean-up starts at 9 a.m. (the
day after tax day) with coffee and rolls. The cleaning up
will begin at 10 a.m., and all are welcome any time
through 1 p.m.

Last year’s Midtown Greenway Corridor clean-up event.

April 16 Corridor Clean-up
MEETING LOCATIONS ARE:

*S00 Line Garden (29th & Garfield)
* Bennett Lumber (28th & Emerson)
*29th Street & Fifth Avenue

For more information on the clean-up call Patty Susick
at 348-8280.




LEGAL ACTIONS CONTINUE

Scott Carlson, Legal Council, Rasmussen & Assoc.

The Neighborhood Transportation Network filed its appeal of Judge Richard Kyle’s decision to allow the Third Lane Project to proceed
ahead of the final Environmental Impact Statement of January 14, 1994. NTN is asking the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn
the district court’s denial of NTN's application for a preliminary injunction, arguing that the lower court made errors of law when it
concluded that the Third Lane Project was an independent highway project separate from the 1-35W Reconstruction Project.

The Eighth Circuit has ordered that NTN’s original brief be filed on Monday, March 14, 1994. Concurrent with NTN'’s brief, the City of
Minneapolis will file an amicus curiae brief, or “friend of the court,” in support of NTN’s position. MnDOT and the U.S. DOT will file
their responsive briefs on April 13, 1994. NTN will have the opportunity to file a reply brief on
April 27, 1994. The Metropolitan Council was dismissed from the lawsuit by Judge Kyle and will

NTN Board of Directors not be participating in the appeal. A decision is expected sometime during the summer of 1994.
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ISTEA AND CLEAN AIR ACT

“As we approach the 21st century, the trans-
portation community is confronted by chal-
lenges as never before. Our mobility, which
is essential to the Nation’s economic and
social well-being, is threatened by gridlock
and the absence or inadequate condition of
needed facilities. At the same time, legiti-
mate environmental concerns about the
impact of transportation improvements have
made the already complicated task even
more difficult.”

“This dual challenge is illustrated by the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (CAAA)
and the Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA). ... Because
emissions from motor vehicles contribute
to air pollution, transportation officials must
make a commitment to programs and
projects that will help achieve national air
quality goals. Although the CAAA is vitally
important, it did not provide significant fund-
ing to carry these programs and projects.”

“That's where the ISTEA comes in. State
and local officials now have an unprec-
edented range of choices for meeting their
transportation needs. ... The ISTEA comple-
ments the CAAA by providing funding and
the flexibility to use it in ways that will help
us improve air quality through the develop-
ment of a balanced, environmentally sound,
intermodal transportation program.”

L Air Quality Programs and Provisions of the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991,
U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Highway Admin-
istration, No. FHWA-PD-92-022

conserve energy, and reduce air pollution
by taking advantage of public and non-mo-
torized transportation. The involvement of
literally thousands of private citizens will
make the difference for transportation in the
Twin Cities.

In economic terms, we intend to influence
consumer demand and increase the supply
of non-motorized public transportation in
the Twin Cities market.

The following are some of our major accom-
plishments to date:

*In 1991, we supported the successful ef-
forts of the Surface Transportation Policy
Project (STPP) to achieve new direction
in federal legislation. When STPP asked
us to send letters to Congress, we asked
“How many?” and sent them.

*In 1992, by promoting grass-roots testi-
mony, NTN made the one-and-only pub-
lic hearing on 35W the largest hearing
ever held on a transportation project in
Minnesota. We also made certain that
special public transportation was available
and arranged rides for folks who needed
them. Over 3,500 people showed up. The
event, which lasted until 3:00 a.m., proved
to be a rally for public transportation.

*We have brought major environmental
groups into the 35W debate, including the
Sierra Club Northstar Chapter and the
Minnesota Center for Environmental Ad-
vocacy.

*In 1993, NTN took legal action to pre-
vent the highway proponents from start-
ing an illegal, premature expansion of
35W.

In 1994 we intend to expand our base of
grass roots support and to increase our
outreach to the corporate and non-profit
communities. NTN is developing an environ-
mental defense fund as further legal action
seems likely. We plan to continue our pub-
lic education efforts and to lead this region
in healthful new directions.

Our programs include:
* Bi-Monthly Newsletter

* Participation in Neighborhood and Com-
munity Events

*Public Speaking and Presentations to

Neighborhood Organizations and Civic
Groups

* A Transportation Issues Conference
* A Citizen’s Guide to 35W

* Ongoing public policy advocacy at the
city, county, state, and federal levels

Supporters

Our supporters are private citizens and or-
ganizations who are interested in:

*Preserving and improving inner-city
neighborhoods and building a stronger
sense of community

* Managing the growth and development
of the seven-county metro area

* Providing public transportation options
for residents, commuters, and visitors

*Preserving our precious natural re-
sources, wetlands, air and water quality

* Reducing the real economic costs of au-
tomobile dependence

* Changing the transportation paradigm
nationwide, region by region

Individuals, corporations, foundations,
churches, neighborhood and community
groups--all of us have a stake in what hap-
pens with 35W and public transportation
in the Metropolitan Area.

Rationale

NTN is working to change the way people
think about transportation in Minnesota.
From the individuals who need transporta-
tion to the officials who make the decisions
about what kinds of transportation will be
available, NTN has accepted the challenge
of creating a major paradigm shift. We can’t
do it alone. We need the support and influ-
ence of the corporate and philanthropic
communities as well as private citizens to
change the paradigm.

Benefits

What benefit can accrue to the contributor?
NTN’s supporters enjoy the immediate ben-
efits of making a contribution toward im-
proving the quality of life in the Twin Cities.
At a time when the problems of the inner-
city are growing, few programs have offered
long-term solutions. NTN's sponsors know
they are supporting a systemic change, the

effects of which will last for generations to
come.

NTN’s overall objective is to improve an in-
trinsic part of our infrastructure which will
benefit every citizen over the long term.
Cities require the development of sound,
rational structures that will promote unified
communities which encourage personal
growth and freedom. An integrated public
transportation system is a necessary invest-
ment.

“No doubt we need a broader vision than
we have had in what has passed for infra-
structure planning in the past. Roads and
other infrastructure powerfully influence
the patterns of physical and spacial de-
velopment on the national landscape, lit-
erally setting choices in concrete and re-
stricting the options of later generations.
Choices should be made carefully.”

The United States now invests less in infra-
structure, measured as a percentage of gross
domestic product, than any other industri-
alized country.2 The Twin Cities are no ex-
ception to the national trend. In fact,
infrastructure expenditures on public trans-
portation have been virtually non-existent
when compared to infrastructure expendi-
tures on automotive travel.

Contributors to NTN make an investment
in the future--with a significant return in the
form of a cleaner environment, renewed
opportunities for economic development,
increased options for both employers and
employees, energy conservation and a more
just social structure.

None of the benefits of an integrated trans-
portation system will occur unless we are
able to create a change in this region’s travel
behavior and expectations--the transporta-
tion paradigm. NTN seeks the help of pri-
vate citizens, organizations, corporations
and foundations to make that change hap-
pen. NTN needs volunteers and financial
sponsors to invest in the long-term health
of our communities, making the Twin Cit-
ies metropolitan area more livable now and
in the future.

! Seely, Bruce, “A Republic Bound Together,” Wilson
Quarterly, Winter 1993.

2 Ibid.




SAFETY CHANGES PLANNED FOR
121/62 INTERCHANGE

by Claire Olson

The Minnesota Department of Transportation is
proceeding with plans for modifications charac-
terized as safety improvements to the Highway
121 and 62-Crosstown interchange, which MNnDOT
calls “suicide curve”. With contracts having been
let and work scheduled to begin in April, this
project will move the interchange loop and add a
third lane between Highway 121 and the Penn
Avenue exit. Estimates of precise construction
plans are confusing and have varied widely. It
appears that the construction will bring 121 about
12 feet closer to the southeast corner of Grass
Lake and the homes between that point and Penn
Avenue.

The project is rated a safety improvement, with
no additional property required, and is held to be
exempt from environmental and other approval
processes; it will be undertaken with funds cur-
rently available to MnDOT. This stretch of high-
way has one of the highest accident ratios in the
state, and there has not been dispute on the safety
need for the project.

MnDOT considered several approaches, which
were rejected for safety and other reasons; how-
ever, the plan selected is considered by some to
be the most intrusive, as well as the most costly.
An alternative favored by 11th Ward Council Mem-
ber Doré Mead (well known to the Neighborhood
Transportation Network) would have solved the
safety problems with traffic lights and rumble
strips in the most high-risk sections of the inter-
change.

MnDOT maintains that this project is a tempo-
rary improvement, and not part of any overall
design for 35W.

Since MnDOT already owns the easement, the
project will not require the taking of any addi-
tional land. Even so, the project will be invasive
of a small section of Southwest Minneapolis, bring-
ing the highway closer to the path around Grass
Lake and to the homes adjacent to the current
Penn Avenue exit ramp, putting at risk existing
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physical and psychological separations between
the neighborhood and the highway.

Having determined to his own satisfaction that
there is no possibility of delaying or canceling
this proposed MnDOT project, 13th ward City
Council member Steve Minn worked with MNDOT
to win its acceptance of a sight barrier wall be-
tween the homes and the highway as well as some
protection of the Grass Lake pathway.

The Minneapolis City Council on January 13 ap-
proved a proposal by Minn to appropriate
$25,000 from the city’s highway funds for the
construction of the wall, with the advisory that
it recognizes “the safety concerns at the TH62/
TH121 Interchange but continue(s) to remain op-
posed to the segmentation of 1-35W reconstruc-
tion®,

Spurred by Council Member Doré Mead, the City
Council also voiced its concern that the project
shouldn’t go ahead until the Environmental Im-
pact Statement for the larger 35W reconstruc-
tion project is approved.

Grass Lake is a protected wetland and the home
in season of many migratory waterfowl. Last year
the pathway around the lake was beautified by
funds from another public source--the Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Program. To neighbors it is
ironic that the MnDOT project threatens to can-
cel this very recent environmental enhancement.

Responding to neighborhood concerns, Minn has
arranged with representatives of MnDOT to be
present at a neighborhood meeting to further
discuss plans for the project (for purposes of clari-
fication, not change of project, although neigh-
borhood representatives hope that some minor
accommodations, such as preservation of exist-
ing vegetation and protection of water quality,
may be possible). This meeting is planned for
the evening of Thursday, April 14", very near
the time that construction is due to begin, in the
gym of Kenny Elementary School. MnDOT rep-
resentatives are planning to be available before
the meeting to review maps and displays. Con-
tact Hilary Vicker (866-6845) for more informa-
tion.
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