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By Martin Rubin (Founder/Director of Concerned Residents Againgt Airport Pollution)
And Joan Winters, contributing writer.

Therewill be arunoff election Tuesday, May 17 for mayor between
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theincumbent, Mayor James Hahn, and City Councilmember
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Antonio Villaraigosa, and also a runoff for the City Council, District
11. between Flora Gil Krisiloff and Bill Rosendahl.

Important Election Dates:
April 18—First day to request to vote by mail
May 2—L AST day toregister to vote
May 10—Due date for vote by mail application
May 17—Tuesday—ELECTION DAY

Our choices:

Mayor - Antonio Villaraigosa (website)
City Council pistrict 11 - Bill Rosendahl (website)
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Click heretoread more on endor sements.
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2. 0n April 1, Congressman Henry Waxman spoketo a group of senior citizensin Santa
Monica. | had the opportunity to attend and to publicly ask him if he would work with our
group in conjunction with Congresswoman Jane Har man to, with aregional approach,
mor e effectively address our concernsabout air quality impacts on residents surrounding
Santa Monica Airport. Hisanswer was“Yes’. Wethank him and look forward to working
with Congressman Waxman, Congresswoman Harman and othersto advance thisvital
issue. Because L os Angeles surrounds mor e than 50% of the Santa Monica Airport, both
Conaressional districts are affected. and a cooper ative effort would be beneficial.



http://home.earthlink.net/~jetairpollution/id36.html
http://www.billrosendahl.com/
http://www.antonio2005.com/
http://www.jetairpollution.com/
mailto:jetairpollution@earthlink.net

3. SCAQMD general aviation airportsair quality
study report.

The third advisory committee meeting was held in Santa
Monica on March17, 2005. The process of finalizing
measurement locations is moving forward. | plan to devote a
webpage with information pertaining to this study in the near
future for those who are interested.

4. Santa Monica Task Force on the Environment:
The March, 2005 meeting was called off in advance for lack
of aquorum. Next meeting: April 18, 2005.

5. March 28 Santa M onica Airport Commission
meeting:

The meeting was scheduled to start an hour later than usual,
and due to less meeting time, two items were put off to a
future meeting. The Santa Monica College Bundy Campus
was a late addition agenda item that was discussed. The next
meeting: Monday, April 25, 7:30 PM will be the Annual
Noise Report Workshop. | hope to get some materia out to
our membersin regards to this workshop. | urge those affected
by airport noise to think about attending.

6. A Westchester mother’s concerns.
Congresswoman Jane Harman endorsed Antonio Villaraigosa
Thursday, March 31 at apress conference at Trask Triangle
Park in Playa Del Rey near LAX. Both leaders are opposed to
the LAX airport expansion. At the conference Westchester
resident, Y ael Kozar was asked to speak about her concerns
about LAX to agroup of reporters covering the event. |
contacted her and asked if she could give abrief summary of
what she said. She writes:

“| basically said that we as parentsin Westchester/Playa Del
Rey have mor e concernsthan Airport noise. We are deeply
concerned about the health of our children! Asasthma and
allergiesare on therise we cannot let the airport expand. | talk to
aton of families herelocally that are dealing with major health
issues and we shouldn® be because we ar e close to the beach! The
planesare flying over our houses and they idle exposing usto a
lot of toxins. None of the studiesthat Rand or anyoneisdoing
locally islooking at the kids and the air they breathe and yet
studies show that chemicals from fuel (jet, boat or car) cause
children@lungsto grow at a sower rate (which createsmore
respiratory distressand asthma). It@not just I nglewood and
inland that isfeeling the effects; wearetoo. Theair blowsin
circles, not directly east from the Ocean.

Add more planes? How healthy could that be?”

Yael Kozar, Westchester Parent - Community Public Safety &
Environmental Activist
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Photo by Marty Rubin

I would like to commend Y ael for having the courage at
this press conference to answer a question about her
concernsliving near LAX. As she held her daughter on
her hip, she quickly and eloquently articulated her
concerns—AIR POLLUTION. She mentioned being
plagued recently by respiratory problems and her
concerns for her daughter’s and children’s health. As
Y ael spoke, | couldn’t help but think that something is
wrong. Is airport expansion PROGRESS? (athough it's
presented as keeping the airport safe from terrorists?)
When are we al as residents of this earth going to come
to the conclusion that we can’t keep piling more and
more pollution onto this packed planet? There are even
larger planes, monstrosities, which are built now. Yes,
people have to travel, but please, ask yourself, “What’'s
happening?’ There are no laws about air pollution from
idling jets. We, living around airports, are being forced
to breathe emissions that can be unbearable. One or two
final comments: Because airports were therefirstis
absolutely no excuse for their being a bad neighbor and
making us sick. Airports need to co-habitate with their
neighbors. It's the 21 century; peopl€’s health and
safety come first, no matter who was there first.
Everyone, please be more involved in your concerns for
air pollution from jets, speak to your neighbors. Tell
people who can help. Get the word out that you are sick
and tired of being sick from jetsidling on the runways
polluting us.

Joan Winters — Co-Founder of Concerned Residents

Against Airport Pollution and contributing writer.



