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By Martin Rubin (Founder/Director of Concerned Residents Against Airport Pollution) 
And Joan Winters, contributing writer. 
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2. SCAQMD general aviation airpor ts air  quality      
study repor t. 
  The third advisory committee meeting scheduled for 
February 22nd, was postponed and not yet rescheduled.� �  
   

3. Santa Monica Task Force on the Environment:  
  Again, this meeting overlapped with the SM Airport 
Commission meeting so I stayed briefly. I understand that 
Task Force member, Susan Mearns, also on the Advisory 
Committee for the study in item 2 above, could only report 
that the Advisory Committee meeting was postponed. 

 
4. February Santa Monica Airpor t Commission 
meeting: 
   This meeting had only four members from the Public 
attend. Neither Ken Genser nor Herb Katz, Santa Monica 
City Council Liaisons to the Airport Commission, attended. 
Airport Commissioners questioned that the minutes did not 
reflect items which they brought up at last month’s meeting. 
Airport Manager, Bob Trimborn, said he would review the 
audio tapes and make the necessary corrections.  
   At the start of the meeting there was a special presentation 
by the Santa Monica Planning and Community 
Development staff. They presented information on the Land 
Use Element and Zoning Ordinance project – Shape the 
Future 2025 – explaining project details, timeline and 
public outreach efforts. Airport Commissioners asked 
questions about how the airport would be handled, and 
whether there would be a plan taking into account the 
possibility of the airport closing in 2015. Since there was no 
public comment, I could not ask if they would be reaching 
out to include Los Angeles in their Planning process for a 
much needed regional approach. I’m sure we will be 
hearing more about this in the future. 
   The “Proposed Aircraft Conformance Program Update”  
item was presented by Bob Trimborn, and after some 
questions from the Commissioners on getting a 
commitment from the FAA, Mr. Trimborn said that it 
would be best if he continued to communicate with the 
FAA and that he would report back to the Commission. We 
in the public are not at all comfortable with the lack of 
proper safety runoff areas. The recent accident at Teterboro 
should be a red flag warning to the airport and the FAA.  
   The “Santa Monica Airport Operational Security Review”  
item did not bring any new information before the 
Commission, in my opinion. The public is, of course, quite 
concerned that the airport is secure from terrorism. It has 
been said that since passengers at general aviation airports 
are not subject to metal detection and long lines, SMO is a 

much more comfortable approach to the LA area by those 
of means, who can afford it. 
 The next agenda item, “Portable Noise Monitor Deploy- 
ment and Analysis Protocols”  was reported on along with 
the Noise Management Report by Mario Fabila. During the 
discussion with the Commissioners it was mentioned that a 
certain percentage of pilots “cheat”  the monitors by not 
flying over them. I requested that the portable monitor 
(there is only one) be placed at an appropriate location, to 
give an idea of the true difference in the readings, by the 
two official noise monitors. 

 
5. Request that the audio tapes of the SM Airpor t 
Commission meeting be made available for  loan by 
the public: 
    I brought this to the attention of the Chair of the Airport 
Commission several months ago. It is crucial that the public 
have the opportunity to scrutinize what is said at these 
meetings. It allows the public to verify the facts so as not to 
re-ask the same material over and over. It would also allow 
the public to digest what is said when staff presents their 
somewhat-lengthy reports, including the annual noise 
report. The next Annual Noise Report is scheduled for the 
April meeting. The public should not have to pay over $100 
to review the tapes as Mr. Trimborn told me I would have 
to pay last year when I wanted to borrow the tapes for 
review.   

 
6. Our Heartfelt Best Wishes for  Mike Gordon, our  
recently elected 53rd Distr ict California State 
Assemblyman:  
    Marty and I wish to extend our very best wishes and 
hopes for a quick, restful recovery to our wonderful 
assemblyman who is hospitalized undergoing tests. We 
know that Mike is receiving everyone’s prayers and get-
well cards. We are optimistic, along with his doctors, that 
he will have a full recovery. Mike is a good friend of ours 
who began fulfilling his campaign pledge to us even before 
he was elected. 
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