
Erysimum capitatum

Western Wallflower
Family: Brassicaceae
Genus: Erysimum
Species: capitatum
Height: to 32”
Blooms: March to September
Elevation: 2,500’ to 9,500’
Habitat: Roadsides, open flats, slopes and dry, stony banks
Flowers: Bright yellow to yellow-orange with 4 petals, to 3/4” wide, in

cluster or rounded terminal raceme.
Fruit: Very slender, erect 4-sided pod, 2” to 4” long.
Leaves: Grayish green, lance-shaped, 1” to 5” long, toothed margins

in basal rosette.  Stem leaves are narrow  with small teeth.
Range: British Columbia and Idaho south to southern California,

Arizona, and New Mexico.
Notes: Similar to Erysimum wheeleri (Erysimum capitatum var.

capitatum), which has dark orange to maroon flowers and is
found in coniferous forests above 7,000’.  Photo taken in
Mazatzal Wilderness in May 2001.
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