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August Meeting

Summer Picnic
at the
Westside Farms

Our summer picnic meeting will
be held at Westside Farms as
guests of PAM & RON KAISER oOn
Sunday, August 8th. Activities
will begin at approximately
11:30AM.

Westside Farms islocaed be-
tween Healdsburg and Guerne-
ville on 60aaes, includes alake,
and wsed to be acommercia en-
terprise. It isabeautiful locaion
to visit, espedally with your
children and/or grandchildren.

Please bring your favorite picnic
lunch; hot coals will be provided
if youwant to barbecue. Sodas
and bdtled water will be sup-
plied by RED. Superintendent
Nolan Alexander has afew sug-
gestionsin his column on @ge 3
regarding phaographs you can
bring to share with athers.

Pam KAISER will hitch up hases

to their wagon and provide rides
aroundthe property.

Youwill also have achanceto
seeRON KAISER's new layout
featuring the Western Pacific in
the Keddie Wye/ Portola/Quincy
area. He has finished with the
tradk plan, completed the badk
drop and will start building
shortly.

Driving instructions to the Kai-
ser’s Westside Farms at 7097
Westside Road are: from the
south, exit Hwy. 101 nath of

Santa Rosa & River Road, go
west 7 miles (toward Guerne-

vill e) , turn right on Wolher road,
crossthe one-lane bridge over
the Russan River, turn right on
Westside Road and go 2.5 miles.
Thereisa “Westside Farms” sign
out front acossthe road from the
Kaiser'shome. From the north,
exit Hwy. 101at Westside Road
in Heddsburg, turn right and fol-
low Westside Road 7 milesto
the Kaiser's ontheright.

A map is srown below.
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DIRECTOR’SREPORT
BY RON PLIES

As my goodfriend Frank would
say, “Well, you missd agood
one!” if youweren't at the last
PCR conventionin Napa or the
NMRA Nationa conventionin
Sedtle. He used to say thisto me
when | would missone of these
events hoping to encourage me
to be part of the next convention.

One of the tours at Napa was of
the Napa Pipe Company where
spedaal arrangements were made
to show us how arailroad car
would be loaded with large
pipes. Frank went onto tell me
how the members of the Napa
Club made models of these cas
and sold them as the convention
cas. The Napa Pipe Company
was given ore a atoken o ap-
predationfor doing the tour and
in turn, becaise they were soim-
pressed with them, ordered a
number of them for their em-
ployees. The dinics were the
best with a number of our people
giving these dinics at the Na-

tiona conventionin Sedtle. We
do have some of the best talent
right herein the RED and PCR.
The Wine Train was area suc-
cessand for thase who went on
thetrip, that isal they could talk
abou afterwards. The banquet
had some really goodfood.

Totopit off DON CABRALL was
named RED member of the yea.
All | can say isthat it is about
timeto hona this guy after all
the years of service he has given
tothe RED & PCR.

Y ou shoud have seen the doar
prizes, some redly good stuff. At
the annual meding on Sunday
morning there were enough doa
prizes left over, from those who
did na claim them during the
week, to give oreto al those
who attended (What a cuntry!!).
Andit goeswithou saying all
those wonderful friendships that
were made and/or renewed.

Then Frank went onto talk about

(Continued on page 3)

Photo by John Rolston

RED Superintendent RON PLIES presenting DON CABRALL (onthe
left) the RED member of the year award at this year's PCR conven-
tion. It was a'so annourced at the convention that Ron was eleded to
ancther 2 year term as RED Diredor.
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(DIRECTOR'S REPORT Continued from page 2)
the national conventionin Sea-
tle. Besides dl the same things
that we did at Napathere were a
lot of outstanding layout tours,
like Paul Scoles Pelican Bay
Layout. Some of the dinics
given by our own PCR members
were “Conrey/Lloyd detail s
make adifference”, “Biondi on
baddrop paining” , “ Dahlstedt
layout design for operations”,
“Long/LIoyd benchwork, doit
right”, “Nauman MR medani-
cd design”, “Kaufmann orsfor
beginners’, “Providenzafrom
trakk warrantsto train orders”,
“Mayer cheap & redlistic hopper
ca loads’, “Kolm trackwork ba-
sicskill s”, “Clark pasenger
trains’, “Bragdonfoam scenery”,
“BurgessY osemite Valey RRin
color”, and a guy by the name of
“RonPliesonreseach’. MARY
MOORE CAMPAGNA did anon
rail subjea of painting on glass
There were so many other grea
clinics dore by some of the best
modelers from all over the
world.

Y es Ron, Frank would say, you
redly missed ou ontwo gred
conventions. But, na to worry,
there will be another one next
spring in Concord and we can do
it all again.

From the

SUPERINTENDENT
BY NOLAN ALEXANDER

It's Immer time and that means
it isRED picnictime aswell. Be
sure that you come andjoin us at
the ranch of Ron and Pam Kaiser
for an afternoon d fun,foodand
gred company. Ronwill be
showing his new model rail road
buil ding and Pam has offered to
hitch up rer team and provide a
few wagonrides. Well have hot
coas 9 lring your favorite
barbecue meat and whatever you
liketo gowithit. Of course, if
you've been to the national con-
ventionin Sedtle, bring your
pictures for those of uswho
couldn't go and share your ex-
perience. If you've been vaca-
tioning and dang alittl e train
chasing then bring those pictures
along too!

Sincethisis abring-your-own
picnic, SHIRLY MENTZER will
nat be bringing any sandwiches
and cookies along in August.
Spe&king of Shirly, the October
med in Santa Rosawill be the
last time youll be aleto buy
one of her terrific egg salad or
tuna sandwiches. She has de-
cided to retire from the lunch
service and I'm looking for
someone to take over for her.
Anyone interested? Just drop me
alineor cdl me andwe can talk
abou it; my listing ison page 2.

Gus CAMPAGNA tells me that
there is anew holby shop sched-
uled to open in Petalumathis
yea. That will beredly grea
for those of usliving aong the
Highway 101 corridor. With
Black Knight Trains (formerly

Fulton Station) north of Santa
Rosa and anew shopin Peta
lumawell be pretty well cov-
ered. And, dan't forget our own
CLARK STEWART with his
W& W Hobbies; youcan get in
touch with Clark at wwhob-
bies@yahoocom. | bought an
ACS5 from Broadway Limited
through W& W Hobbies and
have dready put in my order for
one of the new Santa Fe 2-10-4s.

| am still | ooking for ideas from
you, the members of RED, abou
the things youwould like to see
a thedivisonmesds. | receved
asuggestion abou having atime
saver modue built and having it
a every med. We oould pradice
enough to bea those guys from
Daylight and Coast divisions;
maybe esen get some intramural
competition going. Someone
else suggested we build atime
saver modue, bu builditin G
scde. What doyouthink? Let
me know what kind d adivities
you want in your division and

I'll try to get them for you.

| hope youre having agrea
summer and lots of rail roading
time
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CHIEF CLERK©S REPORT
BY STEVE SKOLD

The PCR Gonventionin Napais
history. There were some gred
clinicsto attend pu together by
JM PROVIDENZA and the proto-
type tours were outstanding
thanksto ED ZAKARECKIS. Peo-
ple ae still talking about the
Napa Pipe tour where they went
out of their way to show usa
goodtime. The model contests
and phdo contests were interest-
ing to see & wasthefirst and
hopefully annual non-rail craft
show was put on by MARY
MOORE CAMPAGNA. Best in
Show was CAROL SKOLD'Srail-
road qult which sheis planning
on entering at the National Con-
ventionin Sedtle. Thanksto all
the RED members that worked
onthe cnvention and those that
suppated it by attending. RED's
man o the year is DON
CABRALL. The prestigious John
Allen Award was awarded to
Gus CAMPAGNA for his many
yeas of work in RED, PCR and
NMRA. The avard was well de-
served.

The May RED med was held in
Vallgo just after the Convention
and was arelaxing event after
the stressof putting onthe @n-
vention. Gusfilled in for me a1
was in Pennsylvania touring Get-
tysburg. HAROLD MENTZER gave
out the doar prizes but didn't
write down the winners.

The November med will be & a
new venue, the Monroe Hall in
Santa Rosa. The date is Novem-
ber 7. SHIRLY MENTZER Will be
giving us her last hurrah provid-
ing sandwiches, coffee and cook-

ies. We will need anew volun-
tea for thisimportant activity
starting with the February meet
next yea.

CONTEST/DISPLAY

REPORT
BY STEVE SKOLD

There will be no contest at the
picnic. If anyone has any picnic
casto dsplay, that would make
interesting viewing.

The contest for November will
be your favorite model. Please
bring it and seeif it will become
the favorite model of those &-
tending. It can bein any cate-
gory. Thiswill be sort of amix
and match event.

Also, it'stimefor RED to have a
new contest chairman. We neal
to spread the work around to
more people and to get new
idess. Contad meif youarein-
terested; my listing ison page 2.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Thisiswhere we runclassified
ads from members and non-
members. Thereis no charge
for Redwood Empire Division
membersto pacee an ad. Non-
members will be asked to pay a
nominal charge of $2.50for
eat 4lines.

N-Scale Coll ection

| have acamulated an impres-
sive @lledionthat could be the
nucleus of an N scde layout.
Will dorete it to anew or exist-
ing goup.A partslist and phdos
can be provided. Inspection and
pickupto be & my Marin courty
location.

Pat Patton, 1358Grand Terrace
San Rafad, CA 94901
(4154596679

For Sale HO Scale

Colledion d 12+ Union Padfic
Rivaross li ghtwelght passenger
cas, al with Kadeebody cou-
plers. $7.50each or $75.00for
al of them.

Stewart Benson (707)938-5941

VANTED

Volunteasto staff the NMRA/
PCR/RED membership table &
the GATS show in Valego on
Saturday & Sunday August 14 &
15. Two hou increments avail-
ablefrom11AM to 5PM. A
freeGATS admissonticket is
provided.

Contad Gus CAMPAGNA
(listed on @ge 2)
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Did youreal Diredor RON PLIES
report in the April CALLBOARD?
| mailed hm anote expressng
my suppat for suggestion num-
ber 6in hisreport (which isto
just have a ontest display room
and give those who entered time
to tell how they did it; i.e. make
it atypeof clinic). Ronisdoing a
goodjob. We small thinkers can
help. How do you feel about con-
tests and haw they are run?

Did you attend the Napa Con-
vention? The one day | was
there, the tables in the mntest
room were nearly bare. Many
caegories had noentries. People
were enjoying clinics where

skill ed model ers explained meth-
ods and answered questions. |
suppat the sharing of this hokby
we anjoy.

OK, enough soap-boxing. I will
return to SMALL things as ad-
vertised.

We nead SMALL projedsfor
summer when holby time must
compete with al those big out-
doa attradions. There are many
SMALL projectsthat are simple,
chegp andimprove your layout
yet provide good modeling fun.
For example:

1. The big railroads mark their
miles. The NWP often hurg mile
markers on telegraph pdes adja-
cent to the tradks. Other rail roads
use simple wood @ concrete
posts to dsplay the mile number.
Thisisabit of scenery usually
negleded on ou layouts. BUT,
mile paosts can be very func-

tional! Can you pant corredly to
the insulated gaps between the
power sections of your rail road?
Our memories often need help. |
have square styrene posts oppo-
site the gaps between sections.
They look like concrete mile
posts but |etters on the sides of
the poststell amost useful story.

"B" and
"H" on
the post
mark
the gap
that sepa

rates "Bodega" sectionfrom the
"Haystadk® sedion. The feed to
therail s glits from Bodega Y ard
to the turntable mmplex at the
post with "B° on ane side and
ar'T" onthe other. If you prefer
to number your power sections,
the post that pinpants the junc-

tionwill look like
this

InHO scdel
use square styrene
to simulate concrete
posts. You can

buy .125 @ .188inch square
strips at the holbby store or weld
up square posts a bit over an inch
long from scraps that accumul ate
in the bottom of your box of sty-
rene leftovers. The letters onthe
posts are blac dry transfers. De-
cdswill dothejobif you prefer
the wet dlide process | find my
pseudomile poststo be quite
useful.

2. Do you have sidings or a pass-
ing track ? On hig rail roads sec-
ondary track looks different. The
main tradk gets most of the bal-
last, tie replacements and time

spent by the maintenanceforces.
Side tradks and spurs receive just
enough careto avoid derail-
ments. The timetable notes abou
low maximum speeds and maxi-
mum axle loads for certain spurs
tell thetale. Seondary track is
definitely different.

On ou layouts passng sidings
and spurs often look just like the
adjacent main linetrad. If you
are building or redoing your lay-
out you can use smaller rail and
thinner or no cork under the flex
tradk that servesthe sidings and
spurs. If track laying is past his-
tory, do nd say "toolate". Give
the main tradk alight dusting of
fresh bell ast. Sift a haze of fine
dirt onthe passng siding and
spurs. Add afew weeds to the
ball ast onthe siding.

Go full throttle with weeds and
dirt on seldom used spurs. Light
use eans more weeds and ties
lost in the mud. Be aeative -
model an NWP spur. A fine
strainer and dry dirt from your
yard plus afog of wet water
yields the mud. Turf and weeals
are & the holby store. White
glue and water with abit of dish
soap provide the, "stickum” to
keegpit al in pace Thisjob
could be split i nto many quick
sessons. You have maximum
hobby flexibility for this busy
summer season. Have fun. Give
that spur atruly negleded look.

3. Look at an employeetimeta-
ble for nearly any railroad. Every
place arain might stopto dropa
passenger or set out acar hasa
name listed in the timetable.
That same place rates asign next
to the tradk to ke every one
(Continued on page 6)



Page 6

July — September 2004

The CALLBOARD

(THINK SMALL Cortinued from page 5)

oriented. Most of us missthis
simple bit of prototype modeling
We give ourselves ten points
when we letter aunique sign for
astation! Every siding, flag stop
and spur isaspat for alocaion
sign unque to your rail road.
Common signs were usually a
simple white board with the loca-
tion spelled ou with blad let-
ters. The mourting onapost or
paosts might be ather horizontal
or verticd. A scde 2x12 or 2x14
painted white or aslab of styrene
with blad letters will make a
ned locaion sign for your rail-
road.

Do you eda at McDonald©s once
in awhile ? After you stir your

coffee, dlip that oddlooking stir-
ring padd e in your pocket. The
working end d the device plus
rub on @ decal letters will make
alocationsign for your layout.

| have aMcDonald signpost on
my layout at ORE. Thislocaion

isjust aturnou off the narrow
gauge main onthe side of a
mourtain. Trains can continue up
gradeto ALTO or take the other
rail sto the switchbadk that con-
neds with the dual gauge tracks
at CANYON where the big mine
islocaed. The turnou on the
mourtainside is no longer just

uphll and aroundthe bend from
GLEN; it hasidentity. The place
isORE! That simple signboard
from McDonald's added a bit of
interesting detail to the layout.

4. On most layouts, culvertsand
bridges have no spedfic identity.
In the real world the track gang
neads to knav exadly which cul-
vert is plugged or which trestle
has lost a bent to aflash flood.
Lookwhilerailfanning. A white
board or apatch of paint with
numbers related to milepost
numbers will be on each struc-
ture. A culvert threetenths of a
mile beyond milepast 26 might
be numbered 26.3or 26.30. If
there are two trestles between
mileposts 26 and 27their num-
bers could be 26 A and 26 B or
26.2and 26.7if therallroad pre-
fersadeamal system. Tunrels,
being very expensive, are less
numerous and more likely to be
talied 1, 2, 3etc. dong the
length of the railroad. However,
they definitely have numbers.
Railroaders will give you direc-
tions such as: "Just two bends
past tunrel number fiveisthe
best fishing haein the courty.”
We mmpressdistance measure-
mentsin ou small-scde worlds
of miniature tradks and trains.
Having identity numbers on

structures can be asubtle trick to
suppat theill usion that we have
more rail road somewhere out of
sight. It will take just atiny bit of
timeto place gpatch of white
paint or ascrap o styrene
adorned with afew numbers on

our bridges and culverts. This
projed is © simpleitisonmy
list of thingsto dothis siImmer.

All four projeds | have sug-
gested are simple, low tech and
easy to break into SMALL jobs
neeading only aSMALL bit of
time. Why not add some of these
interesting tidbits along your
tradks?

Relax, enjoy the summer.
THINK SMALL This hobby
shoud be fun.

Bill Williams The Ancient One

Many of the art items used in this
newsletter are aurtesy of Ken
Houghton Rail Images or came
from the website:

www.rt historical.com
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Redwood Empire Garden Railway
Society (REGRS), No. 1 gauge, various
scdes. If you are interested cdl Don
Herzog (707) 823-3023(please let the
phone ring) or Terry Strom (707)526-
0820 or e-mail rrsteve@pacific.net

Napa Valley M odel Railroad Club,
HO layout. Meds Fridays 7:30 PM at
Napa Fairgrounds, 575 Third St., Napa.
For information cdl: Clubhouse (707)
253-8428 or Ron Rogers (707)224-4040
or John Rodgers (707)226-2985.
VWWW.NVMrc.org

L ake County Model Railroad Club
HO layout; mees Wednesday at
7:00PM in the old National Guard
Building at the Lake County Fair-
grounds on Martin Stred, Lakeport. Call
John Grutzmacher (707)279-8026 or
Tom Turner (707)262-1407.

Coastal Valley Lines, HO modular.
Meées 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00
PM at Sam's For Play Café, 2630
Cleveland Ave., Santa Rosa. Call Brad
Squires (707) 568-4298 or Don
Hanesworth 823-9615
http://home.pacbell .net/jrolstor/

Solano Rail Rats, HO Scde For infor-
mation cdl John Leins (707)422-8266

Vallejo Model Railroad Club meds

CLUB SCHEDULES

ead Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM
in the Civic Building, Solano County
Fairgrounds, 900 Fairgrounds Drive
off 1-80 and Hwy. 37, in Vallgjo. Enter
via Sage Stred/Gate #1. The Club op-
eratesaHO scde layout. Information:
(707)643-1809 (with answering ma-
chine) at the dub.

Sonoma County M odel Railroad So-
ciety. SCMRSisrelocaing. Contad
Dave Gibbans at (707)526-2057.

Humboldt Bay & Eureka, HO layout,
Eureka, CA. Contad David Berriman,
P. O. Box 915 Arcata, CA 95518
(707)825-7689.

Bay Area S Salers. Contad Lee
Johnson at (925943 1590.

North Coast Narr ow Gaugers
www.ncng.org

NPC Operators An On3 operating
group meds one Sunday ead month.
Contad Steve Skold (707)539-1782 @
e-mail SandCSkold@aadl.com

Mendocino Coast Model Railroad &
Historical Society, a Fort Bragg area
group that promotes the hobby of
model rail roading. This group meds

the 3rd Saturday of each month. At pre-
sent, HO modules are being constructed.
Contad Phil Miller at (707)937-3605for
more information.

Redwood Empire Live Steamers. A
new group is forming with the goal to
build a7 /2 inch track fadlity in alocd
park. For information, cdl Don or Ann
Bruner Welch at (707)578-4414 a write
to PO Box 4594, Santa Rosa, CA 954@
www.santarosals.org

North Coast Live Steamers, agroup,
from the Fort Bragg-Willit s area that
promotes the hobby of large-scde rail-
roading and other steam related history.
Contad Bill Shepard at (707)961-0329

Eel River Valley Model Railroaders,
HO Scde layout. Meds each Friday
evening at 7:30P.M. at the Humboldt
Co. Fair Grounds, Ferndale, CA. Write
to P O Box 950 Fortuna CA 95540 o
contadt Ron Plies at (7077259063 or
riplies@cox.net for more information.
www.edrivervalleyr.org

O ScaleModular Group isformingin
Santa Rosa. Contad Don Clauder at
(707)539-3510

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION w03

REDWOOD EMPIRE DIVISION (RED)

PACIFIC COAST REGION (PCR)
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION (NMRA)

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE #: NMRA # (if a member):

| want to become amember of the Redwood Empire Division in the Padfic Coast Region of the NMRA. | have decked below the
type of membership | desire and have enclosed the proper amount in a check payable to PCR-NMRA.
| understand that membership in the RED/PCR requires membership in the NMRA.

RED/PCR and NMRA for one yea at $5100 RED/PCR only (requires NMRA membership #above) at $6.00
RED/PCR and NMRA for five yeasat $24000 RED/PCR only five yeas (requires NMRA # above) at $25.00
RED/PCR and NMRA affiliate & $29.00
(No NMRA monthly Bulletin magazne)
RED/PCR and NMRA Y outh (under age 20) at $36.00
Date of Birth:

Check hereif thisisarenewal PCR#:

Life membershipsin both the NMRA and RED/ PCR are avail able. Contad Member Services Chairman for aduarial quae.
Send applicaion form and remittanceto : PCR Member Services, 530Fig TreeLane, Martinez, CA 94553 Please dl ow 3-6 weeks
for processng your application.
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COMING DOWN THE LINE

July 25: Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society (REGRS) med at Winston
Perry'shome, 11to 4. #

August 8: Redwood Empire Division picnic. Details are on page 1.

August 14 & 15: Coastal Valley Linestrain show at Oakmont Rec. Center, 7902
Oakmont Dr., SantaRosa, 10-4  #

August 14-15; GATStrain sale & Solano Co. Fairgrounds, Vallgjo. Hours 11-5.
SeeWant Add on page 6.

August 21: Napa Valley Model Railroad Club annual swap mee and show, 8-2 #

August 29: Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society meet at Bob Guy©s
home, 11-4 #

September 1-4: National Narr ow Gauge Convention, Santa Clara.
For information goto  www.narr owguage2004com

September 12: Coast Division meding at Bushser Middle Schoadl, Santa Clara

September 26: Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society med at Hart Corbett©s
home, 11-4 #

November 7: Redwood Empire Division meet in Santa Rosa.

# Contact information islisted on page 7.
If your club has an event coming up, contact the Editor for inclusion in thislist.

Visit RED at Website:  http://home.earthlink.net/~campgus/

CALLBOARD
John Rolston, Editor
240Chase Stred
Sonoma, CA 95476

FIRST CLASS
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EDITOR'SNOTES:

The October — December CALL-
BOARD scheduleis:

Staff Meeting: 7 PM, October 5
Text Deadline: October 12
Mailing: October 19

Meeting: November 7

Submit all articles, cdendar items,
clasgfied, and/or comments to:

Editor, 240Chase Stred,
Sonama, CA 95476

or sendit by email to:
jrolston@pahbell .net

Send addresscorredionsto:
PCR, 530Fig TreeLane
Martinez CA 94553




