
This newsletter is not an official U. S. Navy publication nor is it associated with any U.S. Navy organization. Information in this Newsletter is in response to requests 
from the “ASK BOATS” section of www.1navy.com and feedback from www.home.earthlink.net/~bosun-m8/ You can email me at bosun-m8@earthlink.net.  
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NAVY ANCHORSNAVY ANCHORSNAVY ANCHORS   
Anchors used in the Navy today can be grouped according to type as follows: Stockless anchors, Lightweight-type 
(LWT) anchors, Two-fluke balanced-fluke anchors, Navy-type stock anchors, and Mushroom anchors.  
Stockless anchors are easy to stow 
and, for this reason, were adopted by 
the Navy. Three designs of stockless 
anchors are in use on naval ships: the 
commercial stockless anchor, the  stan-
dard Navy stockless anchor, and the 
Mark 2 stockless anchor. The essential 
differences in these anchors are in the 
length of the flukes and in the holding 
power. The Mk 2, with its long flukes, 
has the greatest holding power. It is 
made in the 60,000-pound size for use 
aboard the larger aircraft carriers. The commercial stockless anchor has  the least holding power and the shortest 
flukes. Each anchor of over 100 pounds ordered by the Naval Sea Systems Command is assigned a serial number, which 
is cast or cut into the anchor before it is delivered. Serial numbers are found on the crown of the old-fashioned an-
chors, on the flat of the crown of the stockless anchors, and on the shank of the lightweight anchors. Check out BM 
NACEDTRA 14343 Chapter 4 and NSTM 581 for more information. 

BOATSWAIN’S MATE CROSSOWRD 
ACROSS 
1 Upright spar at the stem to which the jack is hoisted. 
4 Any line over 5 inches in diameter. 
5 Vertical replenishment, in which helicopters are used to transfer cargo. 
8 The rounded part of an anchor below the shank. 
10 A device for belaying a line or wire, consisting essentially of a pair of 
projecting horns. 
11 The vertical rise and fall of the ocean level, caused by the gravitational 
force between Earth and the Moon. 
12 The machine used to handle the ship’s ground tackle. Many times 
called the wildcat 
14 A strong cylindrical upright on a pier, used for a mooring line. 
15 A piling or a nest of piles off a pier or beach or off the entrance to a 
dock used for mooring. 
16 Broad arms or palms of an anchor. The part of the anchor that digs 
into the bottom.  
DOWN 
2 A smooth finish on a line or wire, made by winding on close turns of 
marline or seizing stuff with a serving mallet. 
3 Cylindrical device at the end of the shaft on a winch or horizontal shaft 
windlass on which the turns of a line or wire are taken for heaving. 
6 That part of a wire rope clip into which the U-bolt is inserted. 
7 Heave an anchor into the hawsepipe. 
9 A hinged metal disk that can be secured to a mooring line to prevent 
rats from using the line to gain access to the ship. 
13 Two-strand, left-laid tarred hemp small stuff. 
14 A loop of rope, line or chain. 
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What is your favorite part of the BM Rate? 
3. Amphibious Duties - 8% 

6. Cargo Handling - 2%  

6. Deck Seamanship - 2%  

5. Ground Tackle, Towing & Salvage - 4%  

4. Marlinspike Seamanship - 5%  

7. Painting - 1% 

4. BMOW & Piping - 5% 

7. Rigging - 1% 

2. Small Boat Ops - 30% 

1. UNREP- 35%  
             
Vote at BM1 Rollan ’s or BMCS’s NKO Portal Page...  

Did you vote? 
NKO  

Boatswain’s 
Mate  

Rate Poll  

Results (to date) 

FLAG HOIST COMMUNICATIONSFLAG HOIST COMMUNICATIONSFLAG HOIST COMMUNICATIONS   
Communications is an age-old part of shipboard life. There are many 
phases of communications, as a Boatswain’s Mate, must have a working 
knowledge of flaghoists and voice radio procedures in your watch standing 
and duties on deck. 
The flags of a hoist are always read from the top down. When a signal is 
too long to fit on one halyard, the signal must be continued on another 
halyard. When a signal is broken into two or more hoists, it must be di-
vided at points where there can be a natural space without affecting the 
meaning of the signal. A complete signal or group of signals - whether on 
one hoist or on two or more adjacent hoists flying at the same time - is 
called a display. When displays of more than one hoist are raised, the sepa-
rate hoists are run up, one by one, in the correct order. When two or 
more hoists are flying, they are read from outboard in or from forward aft. 
Flag hoist Positions: 
• Close-up: A hoist is close-up when its top is touching the block at the 

point of hoist—that is, when the hoist is up as far as it will go. 
• At the dip: A hoist is at 

the dip (or dipped) when it 
is hoisted three-fourths of 
the way up toward the 
point of hoist. 

• Hauled down: A hoist is 
hauled down when it is 
returned to the deck. 

• Superior position: Any 
hoist or portion of a hoist 
that is to be read before 
another hoist or portion 
of a hoist is said to be in a 
superior position.  

Here are some more great USN information Here are some more great USN information Here are some more great USN information 
and reference websites:and reference websites:and reference websites: 

BM1 Rollan’s NKO Portal 
A complete BM Reference Library available 
https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/portal/page?paf_pageId=pg65030017 
 

YN2 Martin’s 1 Navy.com 
A great online resource and the one that started it all! 
www.1navy.com 

Joe Navy 
Great practice tests for PMK 
www.joenavy.com 
 

Boatswain’s Mate Training Toolbox 
Many BM resources 
http://www.navystorekeeper.com/bm_training.html 
 

Professional Military Knowledge Training 
http://www.pmktraining.com/ 

Flag Hoist Positions 

BM in the SpotlightBM in the SpotlightBM in the Spotlight   
This section will be used to 

recognize USN Boatswain’s Mate 
accomplishments.  

Boatswain's Mate First Class 
Petty Officer Jeannette Rollan is 
our first “BM in the Spotlight”.  
BM1 Rollan is a member of SECNAV-

LEAD and is assigned 
as a Facilitator for 
NAVLEAD courses in 
addition to her volun-
teer work with her 
NKO site, assisting the 
Bosun-M8 site and BM 
CD. She is a former 

member of CART B104 and CHB-6, 
and MSC. 
This past June, BM1 was 
awarded her BS Degree 
in Behavioral Science 
with  a minor in Special 
Education from Mercy 
College in New York 
City. Managing her time 
between school work, 
her USNR duties, her civilian job and 
her family is an accomplishment that 
she can surely be proud of! 

Bravo –Zulu!  
Send your BM in the Spotlight nomina-

tions to bosun-m8@earthlink.net. 

 NEW 
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